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Informality 
the keynote 
as Duchess 


of Kent 
visits No. 12 


| ON ghee ee was the key- 
note when the Duchess of 
Kent, The Spastics Society’s 
new patron, paid a visit to 
Park Crescent and the Fitz- 
roy Square Centre. 


After being welcomed at Park 
Crescent by the Chairman 
of the Society, Mr. W. A. 
Burn, the Duchess was presen- 
ted with a bouquet of yellow 
roses by Merle Davies, a 28- 
year-old clerk-typist at Fitz- 
Roy Square, who is herself 
a spastic. 

“How clever of you,” the 
Duchess told Merle after the 
presentation owas made, 
“Look, they match my coat.” 

And match they did—for the 
Duchess was wearing a stun- 
ning canary yellow coat with 
hat to match, 


‘So nice...’ 


She also had a friendly word 
for Mr. Burn, “It’s so nice of 
you to let me come. It really 
is.” 

Mr. Burn then escorted the 
Duchess to the Director’s 
Office where she met Mr. A. 
Moira, Vice-chairman of the 
Society, and Mr. James 
Loring, the Director. Later, 
the Duchess met Mr, J. E. 
Price, Assistant Director, 
Finance; Mr. A. M. Frank, 
Assistant Director, Regions; 
Mr. R. C, E. Cumplen, Sec- 
retary, and Mr. J. Kellett, 
Director of Spastics Cards 
Ltd. 

After examining a display of 
Press cuttings and promo- 
tional material in the Com- 
mittee Room at Park Cres- 
cent, the Duchess left for 
Fitzroy Square, where she 
was greeted by Miss M. R. 
Morgan, Head of the Social 
Work and Employment De- 
partment, and by Mr. D. R. H. 
Lancaster - Gaye, Assistant 
Director, Services. 


Cash crisis may hold 


The Duchess of Kent receives a 

bouquet from Merle Davies as Mr. 

Burn looks on. (More pictures, 
page 8). 


Tina ‘charity 
princess’ 


National Charity Princess is 
Miss Christina Peel-Yates, 21- 
year-old assistant to the Spas- 
tics Week Co-ordinator, Mr. 
Michael Reynolds. By raising 
£1,699, she beat 28 finalists at 
Southport. (Full report next 
month). 


up work on Centre 


CASH CRISIS has hit White Lodge Spastics Centre at 
Chertsey—and unless nearly £9,000 can be found by 
October, work on a £30,600 extension may be held up. 


Important 

Spastics News will appear 
a week earlier next month to 
coincide with Spastics Week. 
News items will be selected 
from the best of those reach- 
ing the Editor, 12 Park Cres- 
cent, by June 6, and some 
regular features will not 
appear. 


THE WINNER 


Winner of the Dartpoints No, 
1 Contest was Mr. M. Hardy, of 
60 Rancliffe Road, London, E.6, 
who receives the prize of £50. 

The winner of the short story 
contest for spastics, which 
closed on May 30, will be an- 
nounced next month, 


The extension is needed to 
ease overcrowding at the centre. 
The Spastics Society centrally 
is providing £11,200 towards the 
cost and about £5,400 is coming 
from the Lodge’s building fund. 

Towards the balance, the 
North West Surrey, South West 
Surrey and North Hants. and 
West Surrey have so far raised 
about £6,000, but another £8,800 
is needed before the comple- 
tion of the work in October. 

Mr. Bil] Andrews, secretary 
of White Lodge Management 
Committee, said he was very 
worried about. the situation. 

If the money was not found, 
work on classrooms might be de- 
layed. Everyone was going all 
out to raise the urgently-needed 
cash, especially during Spastics 
Week. 


MILLION door bells will 

be rung by an army of 
volunteers to herald Spas- 
tics Week in a mammoth 
house-to-house 
drive by which it is hoped to 
raise over £20,000. 


Local groups of The Spastics 
Society are joining in Oper- 
ation Doorknock all over the 
country, 


Running 
Operation Doorknock is a 
series of sponsored walks by 
some 10,000 young people 
throughout England and 
Wales, 


Volunteers from schools, col- 
leges, and even army bar- 
racks are taking part and 
they will cover at least 
20,000 miles—almost round 
the world. 


It is hoped that by the end of 
Spastics Week on July 5, 
many thousands of pounds 
will have been raised towards 
The Spastics Society’s funds. 


In addition to the hundreds of | 


Judgment 
reserved 


Five Law Lords have reserved 
judgment on the dispute over 
the amount of betting duty Top 
Ten Promotions must pay. — 

About £10 million of extra 
duty depends on their decision, 
and if the taxman wins, the 
Spastics Society, a beneficiary 
of the charity pool, will lose 
about £800,000, which has been 
held in reserve against the out- 
come of the appeal. 


collection — 


concurrently with 


BY FOR THE 


CS WEEK 


ONFIDENT OPTIMISM for the success 

of Spastics Week was the theme of The 
Spastics Society’s Extraordinary General 
Meeting and Conference held at Pontin’s 
Holiday Village, Ainsdale, Southport. 

The representatives of the Society and 
local groups who attended were the first 
visitors to the new village. 3 

Outlining the aims of the Week, the Chairman of the 
Society, Mr. W. A. Burn, said that as well as informing the 
public of the problems of spastics and of the urgent need 


for funds to help them, the Week had provided an exciting 
opportunity for welding the central organisation and the local 
groups into an even more powerful force. 


“Spastics Week is a wonder- 
Bombard 


ful example of what we can do 
the BBC 


together to meet our common 
OMBARD THE BBC. 


goal,” he declared. 
That’s the call to 


And Mr. James Loring, Dir- 
readers of Spastics News in 


ector, said that the almost 100 
per cent. participation in 

a bid to get Spastics Week 
off to a roaring start. 


Spastics Week was most re- 

assuring to the Executive 
Council and staff. He quipped: 
“We could have been left with 

We would like all our 

readers to send a postcard 

to request programmes on 

Radios 1 or 2, asking for a 


the dampest of squibs, but now 
disc for any local activity 


we are expecting to find we 
have a really loud cannon!” 

taking place during the 
Week. : 


CONGRATULATIONS 
If your group is organis- 


He echoed the Chairman’s 
warm congratulations to the 

ing a sponsored walk, why 
not ask for “These Boots 


groups for their ‘magnificent 
efforts” and was delighted that 

are made for Walking”? or 
“Walk on By”? 


the opportunity presented by 
Spastics Week for increased 

co-operation had been so readily 

seized. 

In welcoming the visitors to When you send in your 
the meeting, Mr. Burn thanked requests (on postcards with 
the Southport, Formby and a 5d. stamp) don’t forget the 
District Spastics Society for its BBC postal code—W1A 
help as host group of the gath- 1AA. 
ering, and also for the wine and 
cheese party which had wel- 
comed the delegates on the pre- 
vious evening. 

He also thanked R.P.P. and 
their Chairman, Mr. Douglas 
Arter, “friends of long stand- 


Sound of a million 


doorbells 


events taking place through- 
out the country, a number 
have been centrally organ- 
ised. 


On June 26, there will be a 
Press reception at the Mar- 
tini Rossi Suite at which the 


Duke of Rutland and other . 


patrons will be present. 


The following day the Dandy 
Ball organised by SPYDER 
takes place at The Dorches- 
ter. 


The Week itself opens on June 
29 with a special service at 
St. Martin’s in the Fields, con- 
ducted by the Vicar, the Rev. 
Austen Williams, at which a 
special prayer written by the 
Archbishop of Canterbury. 
will be used. 


EVE OF GAMES 


The same day there will be an 
Open Day at Wakes Hall at 
which many S.O.S. personali- 
ties will be present. 

On the Tuesday of the Week, 
there will be a premiere of 
the film, “Three for Society,” 
at the National Film Theatre 
at 4.30 p.m., and at Rochester, 
Derek Nimmo will open the 
Medway Towns Centre. 

On Thursday, a medical Press 
conference is being held at 
Guy’s Hospital, at which 
Prof. Paul Polani will be 
talking about research work 
and future developments at 
the hospital. 

On Friday there will be an eve: 
of-Spastics-Games ball at Ash- 
lyn, Berkhamsted, the games 
themselves being held o 
Saturday and Sunday, 


ing and the main benefactors of 
the Society,” and explained that 
R.P.P. had taken over the holi- 
day village for the whole week 
for the Conference and the 
nals of the National Charity, 
ueen and National Charity, 
Princess Competition, and to 
provide for holidays for spas- 
tics and their families, R.P.P. 
collectors and prizewinners, 


Mr. Burn said that as seven 
of the girls taking part in the 
Charity Queen and Princess 


(Continued on Page 5) 


Relax 
lie 
Radox 
~ bath 


aga 


After a hard day relax in a Radox bath. 


Have the water just comfortably hot. Slide right down in 
the bath. Linger in it for at least 10 minutes, 

Fatigue and tension just float away in warm water made 
soothing and fragrant by Radox. It’s a comfort to both 
tired mind and weary body. Your skin is left 

smooth, soft and refreshed. Soap lathers 

better. Hardwater scum and ‘high tide marks’ 

are eliminated. A quick rinse with plain | 

water and the bath is left clean and inviting. 

Then, off to bed: relaxed in body and mind. 

You'll sleep better and wake refreshed. 


Radox makes a bath special. 
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East Anglia groups 


unite on project 


'', DOZEN SPASTIC 


groups in East Anglia 
are working together with 
the Spastics Society to set 
up a family help unit at Bury 
St. Edmunds. The site has 
been bought and plans have 
been drawn up. 


This was stated by the chair- 
man of thé Regional Co-ordinat- 
ing Committee, Mr. G. F. 
Howard at the East Regional 
Conference of the Society at 
Luton. ® 


Mr. Howard said that the 
centre, to take 10 short-stay 
and 12 day-care children, 
would provide relief for 
heavily burdened parents and 
an immediate haven when a 
domestic emergency arose. 

The raising of the necessary 
capital funds was making 
steady progress and the groups 
concerned were trying to ear- 
mark sums for annual running 
expenses. 


IMPROVEMENT 
The Chiltern Groups, he said, 


_ felt confident of obtaining a 


site on the outskirts of Oxford 
to provide short-term residen- 
tial relief for the severely 
handicapped, and in Hertford- 
shire, the groups were con- 
sidering a day centre for older 
spastics. 


Earlier, speaking of the new 
regional organisation, Mr. 
Howard said that with the 
machinery ticking over he was 
sure they would see a great im- 
provement in communication 
at all levels. 


Mr. Howard also referred to 
the efforts of individual groups 
in the region and said that his 
own — Norfolk and Norwich 
planned to increase fund- 
raising to a level “at which 
we can afford politely to de- 


ILL HOWE, the 44-year-old 

spastic who has written a 
book with his left foot, was pre- 
sented with a specially-adapted 
electric typewriter by The Spas- 
tics Society at an informal cere- 
mony at Brockhall Hospital, near 
Blackburn—the hospital where 
Bili has been a patient since 1942. 

The presentation was aptly 
made by another spastic, Bill 
Hargreaves, who, like Bill Howe, 
has conquered his handicaps and 
won through to success. Mr. 
Hargreaves is President of the 
Association of ’62 Clubs—the 
nation-wide network of social 
clubs run by spastics for spas- 
tics. 

“Crossed Wires,” the book 


The regional 


conferences 


cline the generous contribu- 
tion at present made by the 
Society towards the annual run- 
ning costs of our Work 
Centre.” 


_ .He welcomed representatives 

of the 30 groups, paediatricians 
and local authority officials, 
and Alderman L. G. Bowles, 
vice-chairman of Bedfordshire 
County Council, who chaired 
the Conference. 


The first speaker, Mrs. A. 
Purser, told of the problems 
encountered in bringing up her 
heavily handicapped daughter, 
now aged 10. She was followed 
by Miss Janet Evans, a spastic 
in full-time employment, who 
spoke about her education at 
the Society’s Thomas Delarue 
School which led her to obtain- 
ing her post as a receptionist 
in an estate agent’s office — 
having previously written no 
fewer than 49 letters of appli- 


cation to prospective employers. 


INDEPENDENCE 


Miss Evans said of the future 
that the Society must find ways 
of helping adult: spastics, and 
expressed the hope _ that 
parents of spastics and friends 
would work more closely to- 
gether. 


Mr. A. Monks, chairman of 
the Luton, Dunstable and Dis- 
trict Group, told the con- 


ference about the Lady Zia 
Wernher Centre, which was 
later open to visitors from the 
conference. 


Following lunch, a talk was 
given by Mr. P, K. Mayhew, 


headmaster of Thomas Delarue 
School, on the problems of 
helping spastics. to attain a 
degree of independence. 
During discussion, Mr. A. M. 
Frank, Assistant Director (Re- 
-gions) said that the Society’s 
Employment Department were 
in close touch with the Depart- 
ment of Employment and Pro- 
ductivity and were working 
out ways of improving chances 
of employment for the handi- 


capped. 
The Conference closed with 
an “Any Questions” session, 


those taking part being Brig. 
C. V. Halden (Senior Regional 
Officer), Miss Ballance, Mr. 
Howard, Ald. Bowles, Mrs. 
Purser, Miss Evans, Mr. Frank 
and Mr. Mayhew. 


Plea for ‘mini-groups’ 


INI-GROUPS to sup- 

port the larger spastics 
societies were advocated 
by Mr. A. E. White, chair- 
man of the Midlands 
Regional Co - ordinating 
Committee at the April 
regional conference held 
at Nottingham. 


After pleading that groups 
should settle soon their objec- 
tives for the coming 12 
months, and take advantage 
through publicity of the 
“golden opportunity” presen- 
ted by Spastics Week, Mr. 
White went on: “However, to 
the future .. . I venture to 
suggest that every group 
should follow the example of 
starting mini-groups or sup- 
port groups, call them what 
you will, throughout the area 
they cover. 


Bill Howe is shown the new typewriter by Mr. Hargreaves. 


Left to right: Mr. White, the Duke of Rutland and Mr. H. E. Wolff at 


the Midlands Regional Conference. 


“To attempt to cover a large 
area from orfe town is a vir- 
tual impossibility, and even 
though the group may be well 
known in this town, few 
people have heard about it a 
few miles away. 


’ Facilities 


“Tf you can find willing volun- 
teers to hold events through- 
out the whole of the area, 
try and get them to form 
small sub-committees to 
organise financial support, 
undertake social work on be- 
half of spastics and publi- 
cise the activities of your 
group ... This will do much 
to overcome public ignor- 
ance.” 


Mr. White also spoke of the 
need for co-operation be- 
tween local authority staff 
and hospital staff in looking 
after spastics. He urged that 


So here’s to the next book 


laboriously typed by Bill Howe 
with the aid of a special shoe 
fitted with a peg under the toe, 
will be published by The Spastics 
Society in June. It tells the story 
of Bill’s life, and for a multiply- 
handicapped man who was once 
described on hospital records as a 
‘spastic imbecile” with ‘“‘concen- 
tration nil, no communication,” 
it is an incredible achievement. 


Mr. James Loring, Director of 
The Society, told Spastics News: 


“We are presenting Bill Howe 
with the typewriter as a tribute 
to his gallantry and in admira- 
tion for his remarkable achieve- 
ment in overcoming difficulties 
which most of us would consider 
insurmountable. He is an in- 
spiration to all spastics.”’ 

The IBM typewriter which Bill 
received has a special key guard 
which enables spastics, and other 
disabled people with hesitant and 
wandering fingers, ur who use a 
special fitment from head or foot, 


to touch the keys without making 
mistakes. Because it is electric, 
less pressure is needed, and Bill, 
who ‘speaks’ with the aid of a 
typewriter, is able to communi- 
cate more easily. 

The Society has already had 
evidence of this. Bill Howe wrote 
a letter on his new machine say- 
ing: ‘‘} want to thank all con- 
cerned from the bottom of my 
heart for this lovely electric type- 
writer...” 

And here’s to the next book! 


proper facilities should be 
made available for them and 
they should not be required, 
if hospitalised, to be put 
amongst sub-normal and in- 
eontinent children at mental 
institutions. 


The conference was attended by 
about 200 and was opened by 
the Duke of Rutland, the 
chairman of the Spastics 
Week Patrons Committee. 


Forum Session 


Mr. P. K. Mayhew, Headmaster 
of the Thomas Delarue 
School, Tonbridge spoke of 
the problems met by the staff 
at the school in dealing with 
their pupils and preparing 
them for life after school- 
leaving. 


The Chief Youth Employment 
Officer for the Handicapped 
in Derbyshire referred to 
problems encountered in 
dealing with both the handi- 
capped and employers, and 
there was also an address on 

' the Crosfield Unit at Croy- 
don, given by the Assistant 
Manager/Organiser. 


Lunch was followed by forum 
sessions. 


HOSPITAL GETS 


‘Resident’ 


stabbed 
at Castle 
Priory 


A resident of Castle Priory, 
the Spastics Society’s Training 
College at Wallingford, is re- 
covering from stab wounds, 


The fact that the resident 
is a Muscovy duck does not 
make the incident much less 
unpleasant. For the duck, 
given to the ‘College last 
summer by Mrs. Jean Rubenis, 
was found floundering half- 
submerged in the Thames with 
a long-bladed knife embedded 
in its back. 


Two boys on a boating trip 
saw the bird and reported the 
matter to the police, who con- 
tacted Mrs. Rubenis. She has a 
hospital for wild birds at 
Lower Basildon. 


Mr. John Rumble and the 
boys managed to catch the in- 
jured bird after a 45-minute 
chase. Said Mr. Rumble, a Wal- 
lingford taxi-driver: “It is diffi- 
cult to say whether the knife 
was thrown at the duck or if 
it was stabbed, but I think it 
looked like a stab wound.” 


Mrs. Rubenis said later at her 


hospital: “I think the duck will 


make it now, but it has lost an 


_awful lot of blood.” 


N.W. London’s 


Patrons 


Princess Alice, Countess of 
Athlone, and five other promi- 


nent people, have agreed to be- © 


come patrons of the North-West 
London Spastics Society during 
Spastics Week. 


- Others are The Bishop of 
London, Dr. R. W. Stopford; 


~ the Chief Rabbi, Dr. Immanuel 


Jakobovits; the Auxiliary 
Bishop of Westminster, the Rt. 
Rev. Patrick Casey; the Con- 
servative M.P., Mr. 
Hogg; pop singer, Cliff Richard. 


DOUBLE BOOST 


Worx BY THE Salisbury and District Spastics Associ- 
ation over the past years has, as briefly reported last 
month, led to the contribution of £1,000 towards a new 


extension and equipment for 
the Handicapped Children’s 
Centre at Odstock Hospital, 
Salisbury, where education 
is provided for many spas- 
tics and other handicapped 
children over a large area. 

The school has been in ex- 
istence for some 14 years under 


the Teacher in Charge, Miss 
Jean Nixon. At the moment, 


Recorder grant 


Halifax Welfare Services 
Committee have decided to 
make a grant of £50 to the 
local spastics society to help 
buy a tape recorder for use in 
speech therapy. 


Penrith’s £375 


In the past- year £375 had 
been sent to headquarters, it 
was reported at the annual 
meeting of the Penrith Branch 
of the Cumberland, Westmor- 
land and Furness _ Spastics 
Society, : 


they provide for 12 children, 


mainly spastics but also some 
spina bifidas, and when the new 
extensions are finished this 
summer, the numbers catered 
for are expected to be 
doubled. 

“This is absolutely marvel- 
lous” said Dr. H. J. Glanville, 
Consultant in Charge of Phys- 
ical Medicine, on receiving the 
cheque for £1,000 from Mrs. 
Joyce Smith, Chairman of the 
Salisbury and District Spastics 
Association, and another for a 
further £1,000 from Mr. Michael 
Hamilton, M.P., president of the 
Salisbury and District Group 
for the Association of Spina 
Bifida and Hydrocephalus. 

Dr. Glanville thankéd mem- 
bers of both organisations. “TI 
am proud to be a member of 
a community that can do some- 
thing like this,” he said. 

Mrs. ‘Smith said that her or- 
ganisation had worked very 
hard for its £1,000. 

“This is a great contribu- 
tion,” she said, “I hope that 
the spirit of working together 
for handicapped children will 
spread right through the 
county of Wiltshire.” 
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HANDICAPPED ? NOT WHEN PETER GETS 
CRACKING — ON 400 EGGS A DAY 


ETER STOKES, a 26-year-old spastic, collects about 400 
eggs each day from the chickens which he keeps on the 
plot of ground behind his father’s house in Chipping Norton, 


Oxfordshire. 

His flourishing poultry busi- 
hess represents a triumph over 
a handicap which affects both 
his legs and his speech. 

Peter could not walk until] he 
was five and his education was 


so retarded that at the age of 


Gauntlet 


wants to 


know 


A special issue of the Duke. 
of Edinburgh Award Scheme 
magazine, Gauntlet, has been 
published to mark the “new 
look” for the scheme an- 
nounced by Prince Philip at a 
recent Press conference. 

Copies are on sale at W. H. 
Smith and John Menzies book- 
stalls throughout’ the country. 

The Director of the scheme, 
Mr. Alfred Blake, told Spastics 
News: “We are. obviously 
anxious to take every possible 
step to promote a market for 
Gauntlet. A copy of the special 
issue will be sent to every Gold 
Award Holder (many of them 
are spastics) and while we have 
traced the majority of them, 
there are a certain number who 
have moved from the addresses 
we have recorded on our files. 

“Gold Award holders who 
have moved since gaining them 
may apply to this office for a 
free copy.” 

The address is: 2 Old Queen 
Street, London, S.W.1. 


‘Passed out’ 


when the 
bill came 


MAN said to be a spas- 
tice was gaoled for six 
months at Fenton (Staffs) for 


_.trying to evade payment of a 


bill by pretending he was ill 
and had already paid. 

Lawrence Holloron of no 
fixed address, who pleaded not 
guilty, later admitted that he 
had 15 previous convictions for 
obtaining money by false pre- 
tences, and was described by 
the Stipendiary Magistrate, as 
an absolute fraud. 

Evidence was given that in a 
restaurant, Holloron ordered a 
lager, soup, steak, a double 
whisky, a double Martini, 
cheese and biscuits, coffee and 
a double Benedictine. 

But when the waitress gave 
him the bill he appeared to 
“pass out” and asked for an 
ambulance. 

At a hospital, nothing was 
found wrong with him, and 
when seen by police he gave a 
false name and claimed to have 
paid the bill. 

Holloron said he had pains in 
the chest and mislaid his 
money. He offered to pay the 
bill when at the hospital. 


Sorority gift 


A sum of £50 has been sent 
by the Rayners Lane Chapter 
of the Beta Sigma Phi Sorority 
Middlesex 


to the Central 
Spastics Welfare Association 
Workshop. 


11 he could hardly read and 


write. However, his parents re- 
fused to coddle him. They made 
him walk the two miles to 
school, dress himself and help 
with household chores. 


He started keeping chickens 
while still at school. By the 
time he was 15 he had 50 birds 
on a piece of waste land rented 
from the council. Later he 
worked part-time for a local 
farmer for three years to gain 
experience. 


Just as his own poultry busi- 
ness began to thrive, the coun- 
cil wanted the land for building. 


However, The Spastics 
Society came to the rescue and 
bought a piece of land for 
which he pays a nominal rent. 
Last year the family bought a 
house right next door and Peter 
was able to work full-time on 
the land, putting up buildings 
and batteries for deep-litter 
houses. 


Now, he has over 1,000 head 
of poultry. And he often puts 
in a 12-hour day, collecting and 
packing eggs, and generally 
looking after the chickens. 


It’s worth it,| 


Peter Stokes collects eggs from 
one of the hen batteries. (Picture 
courtesy Oxford Mail). 


says Mr. Hopkins 


a he DISABLED Living 
Activities Group of the 
Central Council for the Dis- 
abled have brought out a 
new _. publication called 
‘Music and the Physically 
- Handicapped.’ 

This is the result of an 
enquiry into the needs of dis- 
abled music-lovers made in 
three separate areas of Great 


Britain. It was found that dis- 
abled people, especially the 


young, brought up apart from 


Janet Evans, hon. secretary of the 
Southend '62 Club, took and suc- 
cessfully passed the London 
Academy of Music and Dramatic 
Art Gold Medal Examination in 
Public Speaking. Janet, an ex- 
student of the Thomas Delarue 
School, is employed as a recep- 
tionist with a firm of estate 


agents, and speaks for the Spas- 


tics Society in her spare time. 


the rest of the community, 
found it difficult to integrate 
with groups of able-bodied 
people. 


A high percentage of pupils 
attending special schools for 
the physically handicapped 
learned to play an instrument 
of some kind. Several disabled 
boys and girls had been chosen 
to play in the local county 
youth orchestra. However, 
there seemed few opportunities 
for the youngsters to continue 
with their music after leaving 
school. 


Bug-bear 


The perennial bugbear of ac- 
cess frequently prevented them 
from attending concerts or 
joining choirs and orchestras 
themselves. 

At a reception held to launch 


the publication, Anthony 
Hopkins, the well-known broad- 


| caster, took the chair. 


In entertaining fashion, he 
said that his only personal ex- 
perience of handicap was when 
he suffered from water on the 
knee, caused by wearing Home 
Guard boots during the war! 


More seriously, he went on to 


name great composers of the ' 


past, such as Beethoven or 
Delius, and concert performers 
of the present day who had 
struggled against great odds to 
achieve a reputation in the 
musical world, 


Worthwhile 


Mr. Hopkins referred to a 
photograph in the report 
‘Music and the Physically Han- 
dicapped’, which showed a 
pupil of The Spastics Society’s 
Wilfred Pickles School. This 
boy was playing a mouth-organ 
which had been fitted into a 
special holder so that he did 


Those diplomats from dockland 


UOTE OF THE MONTH: 


who are always on strike. 


“But there are not many men who after a hard 
day's work are willing to give up their spare 
Sea sitiey to entertain others less fortunate. | suppose 
i pale rig at ‘the Jou-Boys are kind of 


pics| ee 


“When dockers are 
; mentioned to the public they are automatic- 
-ally thought of as greedy, grasping characters © 


diplomats in a sense.”—Joe Bloomberg, dockers’ 
club secretary. 

Who are the Joy-Boys? They are a group of 
Sector Six London dockers—tough waterfront 
characters who are giving charitable perform- 
ances for old people and spastics. 

With a large repertoire of songs and sketches, their 
mime acts and grass skirts frolics are giving a 
great deal of delight to a good many people. 


not have to use his hands, 

“When I saw this picture,” 
said Mr. Hopkins, “My first 
reaction was ‘Is it worth it?’ 
But then I thought that if 
somebody finds satisfaction in 
playing even one note, it would 
be well worth the extra effort 
involved.” 

Other speakers were Lady 
Hamilton, Chairman of the 
Central Council for the Dis- 
abled, Mr. Irwyn Walters, who 
led the survey, Miss B. War- 
shaw, who spoke of her 10 
years’ experience with disabled 
choirs and orchestras in Mid- 
dlesex and finally, Miss Monica 
Young, a practising musician 
who performs from her wheel- 
chair. 


Fashion funds 


Over 200 attended a show 
organised by the North Stock- 
port Ladies’ Committee of the 
Stockport, East Cheshire and 
High Peak Spastics Society, for 
which about £30 was raised. 


Their good deed 
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MP’s query on 


adoption of 


disabled 


R. BEN WHITAKER (Lab. Hampstead) asked the Home 
Secretary in the Commons, what assessment he had 
made of the children least likely to be adopted; and whether 
he would take steps to encourage and assist people to adopt 


handicapped children. 


Mr. Elystan Morgan, Under 
Secretary, in a written reply, 
said the Home Secretary had 
no direct responsibility for the 
placement of children for ad- 
option. 


The Advisory Councils on 
Child Care for England and 
Wales and for Scotland, how- 
ever, were preparing a hand- 
book on adoption practice for 
the guidance of adoption agen- 
cies, and this was likely to 
include advice on the place- 
ment of handicapped children. 


Dr. Wheeler 


resigns as 
V-Chairman 


It was learned with regret 
at the E.G.M. of the Spastics 
Society that Dr. D. E. Wheeler 
has resigned as a vice-chairman 
and from the Executive Coun- 
cil. He has agreed to become 
a vice-president. 


His place as a vice-chairman 
is taken over by the former 
honorary treasurer, Mr. H. W. 
Palmer, and Mr. D. B. E. Belson 
takes over the treasurer’s office. 


Mr. A. A. Tyrer fills the vac- 
ancy on the Executive and he 
also now assumes the chairman- 
ship of the Appeals Committee. 


Referring to the resignation, 
for health and business reasons, 
of Dr. Wheeler, the chairman of 
the Society, Mr. W. A. Burn, 
said: “For many years he has 
made a substantial contribu- 
tion to the srhooth, efficient 
running of the Society, and I 
express my personal apprecia- 
tion of the great support he 
has always given me in a 
variety of ways.” 


COUTS FROM Heath Grammar School, Halifax, have made good 
use of their new electric-knife-sharpener on the cutlery at Heath 


Bank Spastics Home. 


Here Bill Wallwork is seen operating the machine, which is one of 
many given to the Scout movement every year by an internationa! 


electrical firm. 


He is watched by Shahid Mir and Roger Brides; with (left to right), 
Andrew Titley, Gareth Williams, Mr. J. Austin (Warden of Heath 
Bank) , Keith Ashworth, Miss Margaret Austin (a Cub Scout instrue- 


tor), Mrs. Austin and George Adams. 


Evening Courier). 


(Picture, courtesy Halifax 


THIRD TIME 
LUCKY FOR 
MICHAEL 


ELEVISION personality 

Michael Aspel always 

approaches Luton or Dun- 
stable with caution.... 

Once he had to read the 
news with a black eye after 
being hit in the face by a 
cricket ball at a Luton 
charity match. 

And once, while he was 
acting as commentator at a 
fashion parade in the town, 
his wife was giving birth to 
twins.... 

But his latest visit to 
Luton went off without 
calamity of any kind. He 
attended a charity fashion 
show at the Civic Hall, Dun- 
stable in aid of the Lady 
Zia Wernher. Centre for 
Spastic Children and about 
£500 was raised. 

Guest artists were pianists 
Rawicz and Landauer. 
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ANGERS HOUSE 
COUPLE WED 


Two of the first residents of 
Angers House, the Liverpool 
Spastic Fellowship Home, were 
married in Liverpool recently. 

They were Miss. Selina 
McKettrick, aged 42, who came 
originally from Ireland, and 
Mr. Harold Hornby, 47, who has 
lived at Angers House since it 
was first opened in 1960. 

The couple, who are both 
confined to wheelchairs, will 
continue to live at Angers 
House. 


Invitation to 


the club 


Teenage spastics in the 
Worthing area have been in- 
vited to become members of 
the new youth club being 
built at Ferring, Sussex. 

The suggestion was made 
after Miss J. Cartter Vice- 
Chairman and Miss M. Maclean, 
secretary of Worthing, Little: 
hampton and District Spastics 
Society spoke at the club’s 
‘annual meeting about the diffi- 
culties of finding accommoda- 
tion for a spastic youth club. 
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FIRE THREAT |Support from 


Shropshire 
launch 
first 
-year-book 


HROPSHIRE Spastics Society 

have just issued their first 
year-book. It contains a 
succinct précis of the work 
done by the society since its 
inception, and gives full 
credit to the national Society 
in a potted history. 

The year-book also contains 
messages of good wishes 
from a number of local 
authority officials. 

The Society’s third holiday 
‘bungalow — at Towyn — 
has now reached rafters level, 
and members are _ hopeful 
that it will be ready for use 
by severely handicapped 
people this season. 

National Spastics Week will be 
preceded, on June 5 by the 
annual meeting of the Shrop- 
shire group. During the 
Week there will be a house 
to house collection and a 
coffee morning. : 

A sponsored swim arranged by 
the Shrewsbury Amateur 
Swimming Club will have 80 
swimmers taking part—and 
the Guinness Book of 
Records have been asked 
what has to be accomplished 
to “get in’, But the Society 
are appealing for more sup- 
port and encouragement, 


(See also back page) 


VETERANS’ 
DIVERSION 


Some of the 50 starters in 
the Veteran Car Club’s London 
to Land’s End to London Rally 
gave up their Sunday rest day 
ya the 630 mile course to visit 
the children at Gladys Holman 
House, the Camborne home 
for spastics. 

Many of the drivers promised 
to visit the home when it was 
learned that most of the spas- 
tics could not line the road- 
side to see the veteran cars 
pass. 


Cash divided 


Mr. and Mrs. W. F. Rigler, 
proprietors of the Chilterns 
Hotel, Boscombe, who have col- 
lected £156 by holding whist 
drives and _ competitions 
among guests, have divided the 
money between the local spas- 
ties group, and the Victoria 


..Home for. Crippled Children, 
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TO SOCIETY 
SCHOOL 


ONBRIDGE and 

Borough Green fire- 
men fought a fire which 
swept through 12 acres of 
land adjoining the Spastics 
Society’s' Thomas Delarue 
School — and took three 
hours to bring it under 
control. 

At one stage, flames were 
leaping within only a few 
inches of the school’s boiler- 
house and laundry room. 
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Immingham 


A public meeting was held at 
Immingham to promote interest 
in a support group for the 
South Humberside  Spastics 
Society. 


Mr. Norman Geddes, Senior 
Regional Officer, was the 
speaker and films were shown, 
followed by discussion. Ald. M. 
Quinn, the local president, was 
also present. 


Immingham helpers-have al- 
ready arranged coffee evenings 
and are planning money-raising 
events. 


Gift sales doubled 
at Wembley show 


Fre RESULTS were achieved in the sale of Spastics 
Society homeworkers’ gifts at the recent Record Star 


Show at Wembley. 


Said the Homework Manager, 
Mr. A. C. Dobson. “We sited 
two additional showstands and 
this, together with 18 new sell- 
ing trays, gave a far greater 
publicity impact than in pre- 
vious years. Full co-operation 
was received from the Stars 
Organisation for Spastics, with 
whom our staff worked at dif- 
ferent times during the day. 

“The results? Almost 50% 
increase in sales of home- 
workers’ gifts as against last 
year. We are delighted. 

“Thanks are due to members 
of the Society staff and their 
friends who so willingly gave 
of their time and effort.” 

Mr. Dobson said a great deal 
of planning went into the ex- 
ercise, spread Over many 
months and every assistance 
was given by the manager at 
Wembley. Subject to economic 
conditions and given sufficient 
staff, there was no reason to 
doubt that next year, by em- 
ploying the same tactics, sales 
should attain a higher figure. 


Oldham chairman 


dies aged 55 


Mr. Arthur Hood Heywood, 
of Starting Chair cafe and farm, 
Doctor Lane, Scouthead, who 
was widely known throughout 
the Oldham area as chairman 
of Oldham and District Spastics 
Society, has died aged 55. He 
is survived by his widow and 
three children; 

He was a native of Oldham, 
and a member and the attend- 
ane officer of the town’s Rotary 

lub. 


Two more groups 


affiliated 


Two more groups have be- 
come affiliated to The Spastics 
Society. They are the Gosport 
and Sully Groups. 

The Assistant Director 
(Regions) said: “This brings 
the total of organisations affil- 
iated to our Society to 169.” 


Gayle Hunnicutt, who opened 


the show, which raised at least 
£450 


SWINGING AFFAIR AT 
THE HILTON HOTEL — 


HERE WAS great activity at 

the Hilton Hotel when the 
Leather Institute gave 4a 
fashion show called ‘‘Leather 
in Fashion” for The Spastics 
Society. 

This was a literally swinging 
affair, since seven mode's (five 
gws, two men) danced their 
way through a 50-minute 120- 
garment programme. 

Everything from leather suits to 
suede evening dresses, mod 
trouser-suit gear, and for the 
future, a silver leather space- 
suit, were shown. The latter 
was made by Paul Michael 
Leatherware, and was given for 
raffling afterwards. 


Gayle Hunnicutt (Mrs. David 
Hemmings) opened the show, 
looking very lovely in a long 
slinky black dress. Later the 
guests were ushered into the 
Crystal Palace Suite, where they 
danced until 1 a.m. to disco- 
theque music provided by 
David James. 

There was much gaiety and con- 
siderable clinking of coins at 
the tombola, which offered 
over 100 prizes. Hilary van 
Geest, who arranged the even- 
ing, was busy selling raffle 
tickets, looking slightly har- 
assed, but happy, as things went 
well. So far, £450 has been 
collected. 


Sheffield seek Department 
missing 300 


OME 300 SPASTICS in the Sheffield area are “missing”, 
say the Sheffield and District Spastics Society. They base 
their estimate on the proportion of known spastics through- 
out the country and they should have about 600 on their 


books in the Sheffield, 
Rotherham and Doncaster 
region. But they are in touch 
with only about 300. 

Mr. Peter Warr, the Society’s 
Press Officer, said they were 
trying to expand their work, but 
because of the lack of a national 
register, it was extremely diffi- 
cult to contact the “missing” 
spastics. 

“For us to be able to help 
them and their families, they 
must contact us,” he said. 


Figure of 
£8,000 ‘in 
sight’ 


Bournemouth, Poole and Dis- 
trict Spastics Society had 
reached £6,620 of its £45,000 
appeal target by the end of 
March—and, says secretary 
E. H. Nelson, a figure of £8,000 
is in sight. E 

The fund, launched in July 
1967, is for a residential centre 
and workshop, primarily for 
over-16s. 

It is hoped that further cash 
will be raised for the project 
as a result of a sponsored walk 
from Broadstone to Wareham 
on June 29—by the parents of 
children at the Parkstone unit 
and by members of the staff. 
Those ready to sponsor walkers 
are asked to phone Bourne- 
mouth 53058. 


Wheelchair wedding 


Mr. B, Bower and Miss J. M. 
Bird, who both work at Scun- 
thorpe Spastics Centre, are now 
Mr. and Mrs. Bower. They were 
married in their wheelchairs at 
Grantham. Above, the couple 
with some of the gifts they re- 
ceived from the Warden, staff 
and residents of the centre. 

At the wedding, the bride, 
who was given away by her 


father, wore a short dress of 
cream figured brocade and her 
veil was held in place by a pearl 
headdress. She carried red 
roses and freesias. 

Her attendant was her cousin, 
Miss Gillian Ryder, and Mr. 
Malcolm Oades, brother-in-law 
of the ’groom, was best man. 
There were 70 guests at the re- 
ception. 


“Medical ethics. do not allow 


general practitioners to give us 
names of spastics.” 


A British Medical Association 
spokesman, welcoming the 
move to extend work for spas- 
tics, said he regretted that 
many who needed help did not 
get in touch. This was possibly 
because of embarrassment, he 
thought. 


Name 


SPASTIC? YES/NO. 
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Note: Closing date this month: June 12. 


stores are 
hosts 


Norfolk ana Norwich Spastic 
Association (North Norfolk) 
Branch Committee, which has 
recently been formed, attended 
a cheese and wine party 
arranged by Messrs. Rusts Ltd. 
who have departmental stores 
in the North Norfolk area. 


The party was held at the 
Cliftonville Hotel, Cromer, and 
the proceeds were equally divi- 
ded between the Leukaemia 
Society and N.A.N.S.A.-(North 
Norfolk Branch), each receiv- 
ing £81. 


‘NEWS’ CROSSWORD 


The winner of the Cryptic Contest receives a 
guinea; of the ‘Easy’, 10/6d. Spastic winners will 
be given a 10/6d bonus. 


CRYPTIC 

Across: 5 Strange with us; 8 
Slide fin (anag); 9 Frenchman’s 
answer to the bowler?; 10 Wood- 
shed perhaps; 11 Not a jar 
(sounds like an old riddle!); 14 
It’s calm in the hurricane’s; 16 
Lisped (scatter!); 17 Rainbow 
name; 18 It’s the gear; 20 Baby- 
bird; 24 Take-over in a way; 25 
Desire to ’ave a little credit in 
front?; 26 Fools—and a bit sorry; 
27 The full circle. 

Down: 1 Sounds like an under- 
age worker; 2 Departing for (two 
words); 3 Dialect; 4 Like a 14 
across without expression; 6 
Noun ending? No no!; 7 Race 
mice (anag); 12 How the drinking 
man complains?; 13 On which 
stamps may be offered; 14 Moose; 
15 Little European Free Trade 


creature; 19 Strange that punters 
may put their shirt on to do it!; 
21 Fishing basket; 22 There’s 
sometimes a bit to spare round 
this line; 23 Speculators who take 
the bull by the horns? 


EASY 


Across: 5 Young sheep; 8 
Originator; 9 Emblem; 10 Devices; 
11 Bare; 14 Animal; 16 Medicine; 
17 Awards; 18 Plaything; 20 Mar; 
24 Old form of transport; 25 Last; 
26 Pertinent; 27 Come to terms, 

Down: 1 Companies; 2 Turn 
out; 3 Clown; 4 Heavenly bodies; 
6 Slaughterhouse; 7 Musical In- 
struments; 12 Thrashing; 13 Cal- 
culate approximately; 14 Perform; 
15 Espionage agent; 19 Beginning; 
21 Manufacturer; 22 Small piece; 
23 Beast. 
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FROM 


They have well over four million good friends all 
PAGE 1 


j 12 Park Crescent, W.1. 


over the country. They are super-careful not to lose 


track of any of them. And they can look up any 
one in less than 40 seconds flat. Who are they ? 


“rRNHEY” ARE the 70 staff 

of the Central Filing 
Department at Regional 
Pool Promotions Ltd., of 
Bristol. 


Central filing sometimes 
suggests a grim and dusty 
room occupied by possessive 
and ageing employees with 
photographic memories. Not so 
at R.P.P. 


Sixty-six of those who work 
there are girls, and dolly girls 
at that—“with-it”, pretty and 
cheerful. They work in small 
groups, chatting and laughing, 
but working very hard indeed 
at what many would find soul- 
destroying tasks. 


Fascinating 


One of those useless but 
fascinating bits of information 
that emerges from a visit to this 
huge, barn-like room encircled 
by orderly ranks of steel filing 
cabinets, is that if all the cards 
in those cabinets were laid end 
to end they would stretch for 
184 miles. That’s a lot of cards, 
and it takes a lot of intensive 
work to keep them in order. 

The cards, printed with the 
numbers of pool members, are 
filed numerically in 54,740 
blocks filing 50 cabinets 
arranged so that the sequence 
of cards remains unbroken. 

Simply checking the accuracy 
of these files occupies the lulls 
in each week’s regular pro- 
gramme of work. 


Above and right: Girls in the 
Central Filing Department work 
in groups. There are sixty-six of 
them in all. 


Dandy Ball 


This year’s Dandy Ball has 
been planned as a curtain- 
raiser for Spastics Week. 

Organised by SPYDER, 
the group of young London- 
ers who raise money for 
spastics in their spare time, 
the Ball is being held at The 
Dorchester Hotel, Park Lane, 
on Friday, 27th June, from 
$ p.m. to 2 a.m. Dinner will 
be served at 9.30. 

Entertainment will be pro- 
vided by Springfield Park 
pop group. There will also 
be a dance band and a disco- 
theque. 

There will be a panel of 
judges for the Dandy com- 
petition when the best- 
dressed man and the best- 
dressed lady will be chosen. 
Tickets cost 3} gns. 


DANDY BALL, 1969 


Please send me ...... tickets. 
I enclose cheque for: 


see reaeseeeonseers seer sere eeeeresrereeee 
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- To: Miss C. Peel-Yates, 
_ _ The Spastics Society, 
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WORK BY 
NUMBERS 


Nimble fingers flick at in- 
credible speed through piles of 
coloured cards with apparent 
ease and nonchalance; yet those 
lively eyes are alert to spot the 
odd misdeal and out it comes, to 
find its proper home. A pause 
for a word with a neighbour; 
then back to the cards. 


To the outsider, the seeming 
dullness of the work contrasts 
vividly with the gaiety and 
polgrniae of the girls who 

oO it. 


Manager of the department is 
Mr. D. Bazeley. Lavish in his 
praise of the enthusiasm and 
loyalty which the girls display, 
Mr. Bazeley is also supported 
by his assistant, Mrs. A. Coggins 
and the supervisor, Mrs. H. 
Richmond. The staff is broken 
down into sections, each headed 
by a senior. 


Mr. Bazeley’s pride and joy 
is the statistic of speed which 
has emerged from R.P.P.’s girl- 
powered system of filing. 


SLEPT overnight in 
London where I met 


‘another person who was 
coming with me on the 
cruise. The next morning, 
we travelled to Gatwick 
airport, and joined up 
with the school party with 


whom we were to be on ~ 


the cruise. 


They came from Maghull Gram- 
mar School, Liverpool. The 
type of cruise I was going on 
was an educational one, run 
by the British India Steam 
Navigation Co. Ltd. The com- 
pany runs two educational 
cruise ships, SS ‘“Nevasa” 
and SS “Uganda”. School 
parties from all over Britain 
and, I believe, parties from 
some other countries, ven- 
ture on these cruises. 


The Acropolis 


We flew to Venice from Gat- 
wick where we boarded our 
ship, the “Nevasa”. In the 
afternoon we had a look 
round St. Mark’s Square 
which had a carrillion and I 
liked the style of it. The next 
morning we went shopping— 
and we had a shock. Near 
St. Mark’s Square and in the 
Square itself there was up to 
a foot of water and we had to 
walk on planks raised above 

the flooded area. 


“Any membership card on 
which the four numbers are 
known can be found within 30 
to 40 seconds,” he told me. 
“And we have, on several occa- 
sions, assisted the police in 
locating the owners of wallets 
or purses, the only clue being 
the membership cards bearing 
the forecast numbers.” 


- The weekly competitions pro- 
vide the Spastics Society with 
a large proportion of its in- 
come. 


And if anyone thinks that the 
C.F.D. girls — or anyone else 
at R.P.P. — couldn’t care less 
about spastics and regard their 
work as “just a job”, they had 
better think again. There is a 
very real interest and concern 
among the staff, and a realisa- 
tion that what they are doing, 
although it brings them in a 
wage packet each week, is also 
providing tremendous help to 
thousands of handicapped who 
might otherwise be neglected. 


Hear Susan Hawkins. She 


my course 


Venice has very narrow alley- 
ways and is like a maze to 
anyone lost there. In the 
afternoon we visited two 
glass factories and we saw 
their products being made. It 
was very beautiful. 


We left Venice that evening 
and on December 20 we 
docked at Piraeus off Greece. 
We did some shopping in 
Piraeus in the morning. In 
the afternoon we went on a 
tour to Athens and we saw 
the gigantic ancient temples, 
such as the Acropolis. 


Incidentally the Acropolis is, 


I think, the highest point in 
Athens. Near the Acropolis is 
another temple called the 
Virgin temple. This seemed 
to me one of the best pres- 
erved of all the ancient tem- 
ples we saw there. 


Busy Beirut 


Roughly opposite the Virgin 
temple is another which has 
four pillars in the form of 
women. One of these is in the 
British Museum—so one of 
the four statues that you see 
in Athens is a false one. 
There are also two ancient 
stadiums near the Acropolis. 


We left Piraeus that evening 


Three of the girls at work on the 
files. The cards fill 50 cabinets. 


has worked in the department 
for four years. 

“It’s a friendly sort of place 
here,” she says, “and we do 
know and care about spastics. 
It’s not just a job to us; we are 
interested and glad to know 
that our work helps others less 
fortunate.” 

At the end of 1967, R.P.P. 
decided to lay on two coaches 
to take members of the staff 
to Craig-y-Parc so that they 
could see some of the end- 
results of their job. They had 
a hard job to find enough 


I set 


and we called in at the port 
of Beirut on December 22. 


I watched as we came into port 
in the morning and in the 
afternoon we went on a tour 
to Bylos. We visited the 
Crusaders’ Castle there, 
which I believe, was built by 
the Crusaders in 110 A.D. We 
visited the St. John the 
Baptist Church, still in Bylos, 
where we saw a wedding tak- 
ing place. 


The birthplace 


The next morning we went 
shopping in Beirut itself and 
it was very busy and crow: 
ded. A big percentage of the 
traffic was taxis, and every: 
where you went there were 
big “pancake” pastries on 
sale. 


We left Beirut and the next 
morning (Christmas Eve) we 
called in at Haifa. We travel- 
led to Jerusalem and at Jeru: 
salem went to the Ascension 
Temple on top of the Mount 
of Olives. The Garden of 
Gethsemane seemed very 
quiet, and there was a church 
in the Garden, called The 
Church of All Nations, _ 


We went up the Via Dolorosa, 
or the Way of the Cross 
where Jesus walked with 


people willing to go. But the 
girls who did make the trip 
enjoyed the experience so 
much that a second was or- 
ganised two weeks later — and 
the response was staggering. 
four or five coaches could have 
been filled. 


One last word on the Central 
Filing Department. If such a 
phrase can be used to describe 
these enthusiastic girls, the de- 
partment is very well manned 
indeed. Patrons of the pool, 
relax. Your cards are in safe 


ands. JG. 


cross up to Mount Calvary. 
And we saw the Holy Sepul- 
chre, built on the place 
where Christ died and was 
buried. In the evening we 
visited the birthplace of 
Jesus in Bethlehem. 

On Christmas Day we were in 
Nazareth. We visited the 
home of the Holy Family 
and we crossed the Sea of 
Galilee in a boat from Cap- 
ernaum. 


We left Haifa that evening and 
we sailed for five days be- 
fore reaching Gibraltar. 
While we were at sea and not 
actually visiting places on the 
cruise life was school-like 
except that most of the 
education we had or did was 
based on the cruise and the 
places we visited etc. 


Gibraltar 


We called in at Gibraltar on 
December 31 and we visited 
the cave of St. Michael and 
we also met the apes of Gib- 
raltar. No one is quite sure 
of their origin. After looking 
at the airport we did some 
shopping—and we were glad 
to spend in sterling once 
more. 

We left Gibraltar and we sailed 
yuronel te Bay of Biscay on 

anuary 4, 


By ALEX COYLE 


Thorngrove House 


for the Holy 


arrived at South- JL 


contest were collecting for spas- 
tics, the competition would re- 
sult in a gain of several thous- 
ands of pounds which we 
would not otherwise have had. 
It was hoped that the competi: 
tion would become an annual 
event to the benefit of the 
Society and other charities. 


After the formal proceedings 
of the E.G.M. had been com- 
pleted, the Director told the 
meeting of plans for Spastics 
Week and detailed the adver- 
tising, publicity and appeals 
programme. The Conference 
then divided into study groups 
for discussion on all aspects of 
the Week, and afterwards 
joined together for a mutually 
helpful question and answer 
session. 


Following the Conference, 
visits were made to Greaves 
Hall Mental Subnormality Hos- 
pital at Banks, near Southport, 
and the local group’s Ellerslie 
Court Holiday Home for Spas- 
tics at Birkdale. 


Dr. R. A. Yorke, a member of 
the Executive Council and 
chairman of the management 
committee of Ellerslie Court 
told Spastics News that the 
visit had been very much wel- 
comed by the staff at the hospi- 
tal, and he suggested other 
groups might like to consider 
taking a similar kindly interes 
in the patients at local subnor- 
mality hospitals in their areas. 


Land 


ampton on January 3 where 
our cruise ended. 

I thoroughly recommend any: 
one to go on one of these 
educational cruises if they, 
can. It’s well worth it. 


Anniversary Cover 


Have you ordered your 
Delarue Anniversary Cover 
and hand-stamp of June 28? 
Send remittances to: The 
Bursar, Thomas — Delarue 
School, Tonbridge, Kent. 
Please order soon and use 
block capitals. 
DELARUE SCHOOL COVER 
AND HAND-STAMP 
PLEASE SUPPLY ............ 
BLANK COVERS AT 8d. 
EACH. TOTAL ..... Jeter des 
ENCLOSED. 

PLEASE: SUPPEY = sees 
SERVICED COVERS AT’ 
1/9d. EACH. TOTA}: 
deena wees reece ENCLOSED 
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SPASTICS SOCIETY 


OXFORD SEMINAR 


/F,\OR SOME YEARS now the 


Spastics Society has organised 
an annual seminar concerned 


_ mainly with Special Education. It 


has always been held at a Univer: 
sity and latterly at University 
College, Oxford. 


This year’s seminar moved away 


from purely educational themes 

_ and was concerned with the future 
of services for the mentally sub- 
normal. 


Much of the early work of the Soc- 


jiety was for spastics who were of 
more or less average intelligence 
and it was always hoped that by 
the time the Society’s task had 
been completed in that field, ser- 
vices for the mentally handi- 
capped would have improved so 
substantially that the Society 
would need to do little more than 

_ develop work that had already 
been established. 


It was expected that local authori- 


ties, hospital boards and other 
charities specifically concerned 
with the mentally handicapped 
successfully tackle the 
problems of the severely sub- 
normal, and that spastics in that 
eategory would benefit, as would 


Unfortunately, this 


Future services for the mentally subnormaal a a 


other mentally handicapped per- 
sons, 

assumption 
proved to be incorrect and after 
the establishment by local groups 
of some 25 day care centres, the 
building of the Meldreth Training 
School and work undertaken at 
Hawksworth Hall Assessment 
Centre, quite apart from all the 
supportive work undertaken by 
our Social Work and Employment 
Department, it became apparent 
that central and local government 
were not meeting the reasonable 
requirements of the community. 


The reasons 


There were a number of reasons for 


this and the predominant ones 
were economic and historical; the 
economic stemming from our 
difficult financial position as a 
nation and the historical from the 
long history of neglect in the field 
of subnormality, which an adverse 
financial situation made it impos- 
sible to remedy. 


During the last two or three years 


the Society has expressed its 
eoncern and anxiety on a number 
of occasions. More recently it 


ment, the work.of a small advisory 
group, which has now been 
approved by all the relevant com- 
mittees concerned and issued. 


One of the major problems of the 


current situation centres round 
the subnormality hospitals and 
their staffs. Some of these hospi- 
tals are quite excellent; in others 
conditions are tolerable but in 
other hospitals, particularly the 
larger ones, conditions are often 
deplorable. That conditions are 
bad in a number hospitals is 
rarely, if ever, the fault of the 
staff, who work hard—indeed 
even heroically— in sometimes 
very difficult conditions. 


The purpose of the seminar at 
University College was to bring 
together a wide range of disci- 
plines, and some 80 or 90 people, 
the majority of whom are work- 
ing in. subnormality. hospitals 
attended. 


The seminar was organised in a way 
which provided for papers given 


elaborated this policy in a docu- The first day was entitled 


“The 
Wind of Change?” and the prin- 
cipal speaker was Dr. Maureen 
Hodgson who introduced the prob- 
lems of the future of residential 
care of severely subnormal child- 
ren. Dr. Hodgson is a medical 
officer who specialises in sub- 


_ normality in the Department of 


Health and Social Security, and 
she was able to bring to the sem- 
inar a great deal of important in- 
fermation and to outline the sort 
of alternatives there are before 
the policy makers. 


Standpoints 


She was followed by Dr. Margaret 
Griffiths, a paediatric consultant 


at one of the better subnormality 
hospitals, Lea Castle, who intro- 
duced the subject of the role of 
hospitals in the care of handicap- 
ped children. She was followed by 
Mr. D. A. Purrett, mental welfare 
officer in Oxfordshire, who came 
in as a counterweight, so to speak, 


‘with a firm advocacy of hostel 


care. 


by experts every morning and dis- Indeed, it was around these two 


cussion in study groups in the 
afternoon. 


quite different standpoints that 
the discussions were to polarise 
during the coming days. What was 
the role of the hospital to be in 
any future service for the sub- 
normal? Had the large hospitals 
a future, or were they just too 
large to be able to produce a 


viable human community and 
adequate staff to run them? 


Later in the conference a film of the 


Oxford hostel which had heen 
made by The Spastics Society was 
shown and this again highlighted 
a number of controversial issues. 


The second day was concerned with 


assessment and professional roles. 
A presentation of the assessment 
team in community services was 
given by Dr. Boh Mackay of Man- 
chester and he was followed by 
Dr. S. Horsley and Dr. Peter 
Woolf, who dealt with the roles 
of the community services and 
the role of medicine in a sub- 
normality hospital respectively. 
The morning ended with a brief 
report by Miss Anita Hunt, who 
has recently completed a survey 
on the literature and statistics of 
subnormality at The University 
of London and who was also the 
organiser of the Conference. 


The following day a symposium 


chaired by Mrs. Joyce Knowles, 
Principal of Castle Priory, dealt 
with the training of staff and on 
Saturday we moved into the field 


. of education. In the evening the 


seminar Guest Night was held and 
most participants found it a wel- 
come relief from the very hard 
work which they had put in on 
the preceding days. 


On Sunday, the final day, Dr. Simon 


and Dr. Roberts dealt with prob- 
lems relating to the care of the 


subnormal and the community 
and Mr. George Burden, speaking 
as a member of a Regional Hospi- 
tal Board, highlighted a number 
of administrative problems with 
which Hospital Boards must 
grapple. : 


It is very difficult to assess the value 


of a seminar of this sort. The 
principal aim is to confront people 
of differing schools of thought 
and to induce them to discuss 
their ideas and their difficulties. 
The benefit is usually in acquisi- 
tion of more knowledge, more un- 
derstanding and last, but not 
least, making the acquaintance of 
other people working in medicine, 
psychology, nursing and adminis- 
tration throughout the country. 


Important 


The fees of the majority of the par- 


ticipants were paid by sponsoring 
auhorities, and we expect that 
they took back with them new 
ideas and a broader outlook, as I 
hope I did. 

is very important that The 
Spastics Society should continue 
to provide occasions of this sort 
when people of differing status 
and interests can meet as equals 
and discuss the many important 
problems of the work te which 
they are dedicated. ; 


The Director 


Total involvement... 


sing”. They had 20 per cent whom 


Dr. G. Simon, consultant psy- 
chiatrist at Lea Castle Hospital, 
spoke on “Integration of the Sub- 
“normal into the Community.” 

There were times in the past, 
he said, when children or adults 
were sent into hospitals for the 
subnormal with the sole purpose 
of leaving them there for the rest 
of their lives. 

“I think this day has passed, 
whatever people may Say. I think 
that everyone working in the 
field of subnormality has in mind 
the object of returning whoever 
it is to the community. 

“In the case of the child,. it 
really makes it absolutely neces- 
_sary that there should be a multi- 
disciplinary approach. It cannot 
just be the function of one person 
or of one speciality any longer. I 
think there have to be paediatri- 
cians involved, and here I do not 
mean merely ‘fringe consultation’ 
as has been the practice in the 
past. I think that whoever it is 
who is going to be involved with 
returning the handicapped child 


The need for more 
hostel provision 


R. MARGARET I. GRIFFITHS, consultant 

paediatrician, Lea Castle Hospital, chose 

“as her subject “The Future Role for Hospitals 

of Mental Sub-normality in the Care of Handi- 
capped Children.” 

After first considering the function of the 
hospitals, and the investigation, observation, 
treatment, training and research which re- 
quired to be undertaken there, Dr. Griffiths said 
it was likely that the rapid advances in 
cytogenetics and biochemistry would lead to 
the detection of many more organic causes 
for mental retardation, and in the case of 
inborn errors of metabolism, new approaches 
in treatment might be expected to prevent 
further deterioration and form a basis for 
genetic counselling. 

For the purposes of management it was 
necessary to go beyond diagnosis of the cause 
and to make an effort to evaluate the child’s 
abilities. and disabilities. After outlining de- 
sirable elements in assessment, Dr. Griffiths 
turned to the closely-related subject of manage- 
ment, through such means as special units for 
the care of children with visual, auditory or 
motor handicaps, and providing the usual 
medical and nursing services, together with 
therapies, training and a rudimentary teach- 
ing situation. / 

On the subject of staff training-and teaching, 
Dr. Griffiths said such a programme as: she 
had outlined could only be accomplished by 
medical nursing and ancillary staff who were 
adequate in numbers and experience. At 
present, this was difficult to accomplish. 

“Tt is apparent,” said Dr. Griffiths, “that 
although there is a continuing need for sub- 
normality hospitals of a high standard in the 
assessment and care of retarded children, their 
work would be greatly facilitated if there were 
more hostel provision for suitable children.” 


1 


~S = 


‘to the community has to be totally 
involved.” 


_ Why was integration into the 
community failing? Subnormality 
and the subnormal had been re- 
garded as very unimportant, both 
by the medical profession and the 
public who “do not want to hear 
if it does not affect them per- 
sonally.” Hospitals had therefore ~ to 
suffered from shortage of funds, 
lack of interest and the general 
feeling that subnormality was 
last on the list. 


After describing in detail the 
changes and the methods used at 
Lea Park for children, adults and 
adolescents and stressing again 
that the staff must be drawn from 
various disciplines and fully in- ing 
volved — the “I know better than any 
you” attitude had been going on 
for much too long — Dr. Simon 

So far as the adults were con- 
cerned, they were “rather depres- 


they would love to send in to the 


the 


for 


no 


For too long all. 


- community, but in the whole of 


Birmingham region there 


were only four hostels catering 


about 80 patients. 


With children, again, 20 per 
cent could be got out with the 
right accommodation. With regard 


special handicaps, the best 


results were in this field. ~ 


Most of the changes in environ- 
ment such as those made at Lea 
Park could be brought about with 


cost to the Health Service at 
“Tf you encourage the staff, 


they will always find the money,” 


he said, adding that voluntary or- 
ganisations, too, 
tremendous amount of help. 
“There is no ‘you and me’ or 
‘them and us’! We are not work- 


had given a 


on different sides of the table 
more but are all working 


towards the same end,” he con- 
cluded. 
grasped this, there is no limit to 
what they will do.” 


“Once people have 


CO-OPERATION IS 
THE KEY 


Dr. G. E. Roberts, Physician 


Superintendent of the Ida 
Darwin Hospital, Cambridge, 
referred to his subject, “Co- 
operation in the Care of the 
Subnormal,” as “one of the 
most fundamental issues 
which pervades the function- 
ins of those of us who are 


_ involved, either profession- 


ally or voluntarily, in provi- 
ding a service for the handi- 
capped.” 


Many influences impeded ad- 


vancement to a better all- 
round service. But given the 
right attitude of mind in all 
those who had a responsibil- 
ity, it was possible to lower 
professional and administra- 
tive barriers to a level at 
which they were no longer 
obstacles. 


Dr. Roberts said that in the vast 


reorientation currently over- 
taking us, progress was being 
limited by powerful political, 
traditional and cultural in- 
fluences. 


“In the cold light of the morn- 


ing we are up against the 
problems arising out of the 
varieties of human tempera- 
ment and the will—or lack 
of it—of man to co-operate 
with others in reaching a 
common objective .;. 


“Those who are professionally 


directly involved in providing 
a service for the handicapped 
either in hospital or the com- 
munity have a duty to co: 


operate with others who have 

' a contribution to make but 
no statutory responsibility,” 
he said. 

Lowering of administrative 
barriers made for an im- 
proved service, based on co- 
operation in planning and 
the use of resources. The 
establishment of a team of 
persons working together, re- 
gardless of to whom they be- 
longed administratively, did 
much to allay confusion and 
anxiety in parents who often 
did not know to whom they 
could turn in guidance and 
decisions, 


Such an approach had been 
established in Cambridge and 
the surrounding area, and in 
other parts of the country; 
He spoke of the work in the 


Cambridge district where 
there was a high degree of co- 
operation and integration at 
levels of management, ad- 
ministration and operation 


Another side to this coin of co- 


operation, he said, empha- 
sised the inherent weaknesses 
of the present administrative 
arrangements and, in his 
view, strongly underlined the 
fact that whatever changes 
occurred in terms of re- 
organisation of services, they 
must ensure that they built, 
as far as they could, as many 
safeguards as possible to 
make it impossible for the 
development of the service 
to depend on the whims and 
fancies of individual people 
who were indifferent to the 
needs of the handicapped. 


Other papers read and discussed at the conference were: “Training 
Teachers of the Mentally Handicapped’” (Mrs. Winifred Curzon, Dept. 
of Health and Social Security), “The Assessment Team in the Com- 
munity” (Dr. R. I. Mackay, consultant, paediatrician, Royal Manchester 
Children’s Hospital), “Forward from Section 57” (Dr. K. Brooksbank, 
Birmingham Chief Education Officer), “Some Administrative Aspects 
of Subnormality” (Mr. G. Burden, General Secretary, British Epilepsy 
Association), “The Planning of Staff Training for Residential Care of 
Severely Subnormal Children” (Mr. Paul Williams, Subnormality Re- 
search Unit, Winchester), “Training for Learning about the Mentally 
Handicapped” (Mildred Stevens, Department of Education, Manchester 
University), “Report on a Recent Survey”. (Miss Anita Hunt, Institute 
of Education), and “The Role of Medicine in the Subnormality Hospital” 
(Dr, P. Grahame Woolf, consultant psychiatrist, Darenth Park Hospi- 


tal). 


Dr. Stephen Horsley, Consul- 


tant in Social Psychiatry, 
Sheffield, gave a paper designed 
to study the future relationship 
of disparate parts of a single 
comprehensive service in which 
a key concept would be con- 
tinuity of shared responsibility. 


The fundamental co-ordina- ° 


tion of a medico-social service 
for the mentally subnormal had 
been blocked by the artificial 
separation of responsibility for 
these three essentially inter- 
dependent components—hospi- 
tal, hostel, and domiciliary 
care, he said. 


Neither a paediatrician nor a 
Seebohm-type overlord, could 
be expected to possess the skills 
germane to this under- 
developed area of community 
psychiatry. In a team of doctors, 
nurses, psychologists, social 
workers, administrators and 
others concerned in mental 
health or mental subnormality, 
the leader must be experienced 
In group dynamics and psycho- 
therapy, but he must also be 
medically qualified. 


The care of the mentally sub- 
normal was primarily a medical 
task because, consecutively, the 
main needs were:—(i) preven- 
tion; (ii) case finding, early 
diagnosis, 
prompt treatment; (iii) still 
more assessment as part of a 
continuing process, specialist 
treatment, remedial education, 
habilitation, and rehabilitation; 
and (iv) at any stage there 
might be a need for residential 
care and social support of 
various kinds, including hospi- 
tals, hostels, and sometimes 
lodgings. 


assessment and° 


Dr. David Morris speaking at | 
Griffiths (right) and« Miss Anit 


The din 


respor 


Mental subnormality was 
once the preserve of local 
authorities and some of the 
county medical. ‘Officers of 
thirty years ago jealously 
guarded their powers. Today, 
some authorities were strangled 
by obsolete concepts of another 
kind: thus, the word “ascertain- 
ment” carried the damaging 
implications of a final verdict, 


Alternatively, progressive 
health authorities were de- 
veloping pioneer schemes for 
primary prevention *in which 
the major emphases were on 
genetic counselling; On a new 
kind of ante-natal care, and ‘on 
mental health counselling as a 
prophylactic service. 


There were two special 
reasons why the leader of the 
multi-disciplinary team should 
be a specially trained commu- 
nity psychiatrist. Firstly, there 
was ample evidence that the 
presence of a severely handi- 
capped child in any family gave 
rise to psychiatric problems in 
the “healthy” members. 

Secondly, as Seidel warned: 
“A successful transfer can be 
established only if an efficient 
community psychiatric service 
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speaking at the Guest Night dinner, 


T IS NINE YEARS since 

local authorities were 
given the option of building 
hostels for the mentally han- 
dicapped, said Mr. D. A. 
Purrett, Chief Mental 
Health Officer, Oxford. “It 
remains an option, and one 
which many authorities have 
not taken up at all, and none 
of us in adequate propor- 
tions.” 


Speaking on “Hospital or 
Hostel?” Mr. Purrett said it 
was estimated that half the 
56,000 people in mental sub- 
normality hospitals could live 
in local authority hostels if 
these were available. But for 
years to come the majority of 
mentally handicapped people 
who required residential care 
would have to be accommoda- 
ted in hospitals, already over- 
crowded and never adequately 
financed. 

Very little research was 
being carried out; in 1965, a 
third of the hospitals with 
over 1,000 beds did none at all, 
neither did over 80 per cent 
of all subnormality hospitals. 


Staffing 


On staffing, Mr. Purrett 
quoted Mr. Crossman as say- 
ing: “How can a charge nurse 
and assistant care for 55 
patients? Under these circum- 
stances there could be no per- 
sonal relationship which to 
the mentally retarded. was 
essential if he were ever to 
begin to develop his limited 
ability.” 

There was, said Mr. Purrett, 
a lesson to be learned from a 


Presentation 


NE OF THE less academic 
but equally pleasant 
aspects. of the seminar 
occurred at the guest night 
dinner. 

In recognition of their hard 
work in preparing for the con- 
ference, dealing with innumer- 
able inquiries and helping to 
ensure that the whole affair 
ran like clockwork, the three 
Seminar Secretaries were pre- 
sented with book or record 
tokens by Dr. David Morris. 

The recipients were Mrs. 


division of 


ponsibility 


nality was 
e of local 
yme of the 
‘officers of 
» ojealously 
ers, Today, 
re strangled 
's of another 
d “ascertain- 
e damaging 
inal verdict. 


progressive 

Were de- 
schemes for 
n ain which 
eS Were on 
; On a new 
care, and ‘on 
selling as a 


% 


a5 


wo special 
ader_ of the 
feam should 
ned commu- 


exists in the area, and by the 
very definition of the state of 
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-should be in the charge of a. 


Janet Martin, Miss Maggie 
Gimson and Miss Claire 
Vevers. 

with Dr. 


suitably qualified and exper- 
ienced doctor. 

“There is no getting away 
from this fundamental prin- 
ciple, and no social worker, or 
any other person for that 
matter, can be made responsible 
for the care of sick people.” 

Further division of responsi- 
bility would be disastrous, said 
Dr. Horsley. 


THE FUTURE: 


A paper on ‘“‘Subnormality Hospi- 
tal Schools” was read by Miss 
Edith Wanless, of the Social 
Work Department of the De- 
partment of Health and Social 
Security. 

Miss Wanless spoke of the pur- 
pose of the early hospital 
schools, and said that ' today 
they believed that the acqui- 
sition of “3 R” skills was not 
of prime importance to the 
child; more important was the 
development of his power to 
communicate verbally, to ex- 

press himself in a variety of 


Response to 


an option 


survey which showed that men- 
tally retarded children in 
hospital made a much closer 
relationship with ancillary staff 
than with the qualified nurs- 
ing staff. 


Integrated 


“Since few require nursing 
care, I believe that we are too 
medically orientated, We 
should consistently bear this 
in mind when setting up 
hostels, lest we mistakenly 
create a hospital in miniature 
in the community. 

“When, as it should do, the 
hostel becomes an integrated 
part of the community, the 
community will feel a respon- 
sibility towards it and _ its 
residents and thereby acquire 
a greater understanding and 
tolerance of the problems of 
mental handicap.” 

Mr. Purrett dealt with the 
desirable characteristics and 
functions of hostels and spoke 
of St. Nicholas House, their 
own children’s hostel, explain- 


spastics 


yet OUT on the floor, pre- 


ferably carpeted. Then you 
can spread the material out, 
it won’t skid and it does not 
matter if you drop things. With 
the large flat surface to work 
on you won’t need to do so 
much pinning. 


If you really cannot manage 
pins, some small heavy weights 
may enable you to skip the 
pinning process . altogether. 
When you HAVE to cut out on 
a table, put an old blanket on 
it, so you won’t have a skiddy 
surface to work on. 


Steel pins shove _ into 
material much more easily. 
Buy a small magnet to pick 
them up off the floor. When 
you are using them. for hand 
sewing, use a large firm 
cushion, (or a padded chair 
arm or your bed) as a pin 
cushion. It is much easier to 
pick up tiny things like pins 
from a resilient surface than 
a smooth one. 


Two on the 


market 


Buy crewel (embroidery) 
needles. They have big eyes 
for easy threading but do not 


leave pressure holes in 
materials the way darning 
needles do. If your hand 


shakes, jab the needle into a 
cork or padded chair arm, then 
you will only have one shaky 
hand to contend with, not two. 
(This one is a help to hemi- 
plegics, too). 

Wander round a big haber- 
dashery department. There 
may be a _ needle threader 
which helps your problems. 


ways and to extend his own 
personality and aptitudes. 

A proportion of multi-handi- 
capped children in almost all 
hospitals were brought from 
the ward to the school accom- 
modation which varied in 
quality and suitability from 
hospital to hospital. 

There were extremes in staffing, 
too. One school, with a single 
exception, was staffed by 
trained teachers; in others, not 
a single member of staff was 
trained, although this was be- 
coming a little less common. 


ing his own view that hostels 
could only accommodate the 
more stable people. 

As to the future, he thought 
it insufficient merely to expand 
the hostel programme until it 
was large enough to accommo- 
date all those who did not need 
nursing care. Much more must 
be done to provide services 
enabling parents to look after 
their child at home. 

A counselling service, creche 
and play group facilities and 
toy and appliance — libraries 
were among his suggestions. 
He concluded: 


Dividends 


“In the final: analysis, the 
question of hospital or hostel 
has no validity. We must in- 
vest in a well-integrated home, 
hostel, hospital, training cen- 
tre and social work service. If 
we do, the dividends in terms 
of a happy, purposeful, stable 
life for the mentally retarded 
and their families will be great 
indeed.” 


Sewing hints for 


and anyone else 


for that matter 


There are at least two on the 
market — the dearer one 
seems the most complicated to 
use, 

There are three gadgets for 
undoing stitching, although a 
hard-back razor blade seems to 
be easier to use, it being less 
tricky to cut DOWNWARDS 
than to try to pick up each in- 
dividual stitch. 

When hand sewing anything 
large, sit on a low settee or a 
bed. You will have a much 
more accommodating lap and 
the material can overflow on 
to the settee and won’t slide 
about so much. 


Short cut to 
Hadise aon 


Large buttons on shanks 
are much easier to fasten and 
probably easier to sew on than 
accurately stabbing through 
those four beastly little holes 
in flat buttons. Four-hole but- 
tons are more likely to stay 
on than those with only two. 
It is worth buying button 
thread for shank type buttons; 
ordinary thread wears through 
‘much more quickly. 


A short cut to the fiddly job > 


of sewing on press studs is to 
get the type you can hammer 
on. Unfortunately, they only 
come in fairly small sizes 
which are managed best by the 
nimble-fingered. 

Large press studs, size 7 or 
8, take a long time to sew on 
but can be trusted to fasten 
blouse fronts and skirt waist- 
bands and keep them that way. 


SK. 
IT CAN BE NEITHER DULL NOR UNCHALLENGING 


Where teachers were untrained, 
they were encouraged to attend 
courses if full term and full- 
time training was impossible, 
and to make observational 
visits to other establishments, 
she said, 

Following the example set by the 
Junior Training Centres, more 
emphasis was now being put 
on transitional training for the 
hospital child. Alongside his 
$9cial and educational train- 
‘ing, he was encouraged to de- 


velop skills and habits which 


would make his transfer to 


Help us to 


put out 
more flags 


If pounds, shillings and pence 
represents the red corpuscle 
in the life-blood of The Spas- 
tics Society, publicity is the 
white. One part of the pub- 
licity machine is ‘Spastics 
News.” That it has obtained, 
and kept, a readership of 
close on a quarter of a mil- 
lion is conclusive evidence of 
its effectiveness. 

And this publicity does not 
merely benefit the national 
Society. The activities of 
hundreds of local groups are 
widely disseminated; and 
over and over again people 
reading this newspaper for 
the first time say: “I had no 
idea that so much was being 
done by so many people for 
these spastics—or that the 
spastics themselves are so 
alive.” 


Genuine care 


Spastics Week will shortly be 
here. And there was never a 
better chance for ‘Spastics 
News” to spread the word 
even farther afield, and so to 
foster more goodwill towards 
the handicapped people who 
are our special concern. 

We want to put thousands more 
copies into the hands of those 
who do not know of its exis- 
tence. It can only be done if 
those with a genuine care for 
spastics as a whole will help. 

There are dozens of outlets— 
public houses, friendly news- 
agents, shops, clubs, among 

. them—most of which would 
gladly accept copies and a 


collecting box. Where the 
money goes—whether to 
“Spastics News” or to local 


groups—is unimportant, just 
so long as it goes to spastics. 


Do it now 


We at Park Crescent are taking 
steps to produce a special 
edition for Spastics Week 
which will tell the public 
authoritatively but in lay- 
man’s language just . what 
being a spastic means, and 
what the Society, represented 

~by its thousands of active 

members, are trying to do for 
them. We shall be drumming 
up financial support for the 
Week and, more important, 
using what means we have to 
persuade others to join local 
groups. 

We shall also take action our- 
selves to “put out more flags” 
in terms of circulation. But 
the real effort must come 
from you, and you, and you. 

Please help. Your special effort, 
whoever you are—a spastic, a 
group worker, a landlord, or 
just a regular reader—will 
turn the tide. Please, every 
one of you—ask for more 
copies of Spastics News. And 
do it before June 13. Write 
to: Head of Publications, 12 
Park Crescent, London, W.1. 
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termed pop musie. 


less popular. 


popular music. 


of its kind ever issued. 
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everything. 


the 


irritating question 


ae YOU REALLY like pop music?” That is the question 

that I have posed to me more than any other. 
possibly it is the most irritating question of them all. 
like asking someone if they like colours. Of course one likes 
certain colours and dislikes others. 


The span is enormous and covers widely differing moods. 
For example, jazz is popular music, not popular in the sense 
that you will find Miles Davies in the charts, but none-the- 
Incidentally, I-am one of the ever-increasing 
band of disc jockeys who don’t believe that the charts are 
the be-all and end-all as far as public taste is concerned. Let’s 
face it—even a million sales represents only one-fiftieth of 
the population in this country. 


D° I LIKE popular music? That question again. All right; 
I'll do my best to answer it. 

But what is good? I like Frank Sinatra and 

Tony Bennett, Ella Fitzgerald. But I do not think everything 

they do is good. I dislike most of what the Rolling Stones 

do, but consider “Satisfaction” to be one of the best records 


I dislike semi-religious songs, songs written with tongue 
in cheek by unscrupulous song writers in the hope that they 
may reach the ears of the wohbbly-faithful-fringe. 


Superb at their craft 


By virtue of my age group I am not fond of teeny-bopper 
or chewing gum music, but I admire and respect Herman 
for picking excellent songs that appeal to a much wider range 
of society than perhaps even he imagines. 


I AM NOT a folk music fan but admire people like Joan 
Baez and Julie Felix who are superb at their craft. As 
far as today’s music is concerned, I can put it into labels— 
namely Tamla Motown, Atlantic and Stax, which I think says 


I believe that in the years to come the ’sixties will be 
remembered for songs by Lennon and McCartney, Burt 
Bacharach, Jim Webb, and many other song writers. 
sure that in the middle ’eighties people will be saying, “Ah, 
they don’t write songs like that today.” 

I am sure that in the ’eighties the biggest joke will be to 
play what is termed or mis-termed the avant-garde musie of 
*sixties, the biggest pseudo-intellectual musical con 
trick of all time. Avant-garde? Progressive? -We can only 
hope for the sanity of our children that in 1980 they won’t 
be writing songs like they used to or—even want to. 


io 


POP TALK 


with 


|Pete Murray 
The most 


And 
It is 


So it is with what is 


I like what is good in 


I am 


HAUL ULKLUHAUUMRAMNNNHAHHMHKNANMMMERANNANE Mn 


LETTER 


‘Thank you for having 


An extract from a_ letter 
received by Mrs. F. M. Jones, 
organiser of the East Sussex 
Group Centre. 


HE FIRST DAY, I remem- 

ber, Debbie was terribly 
upset at the thought of leaving 
me and I dreaded the day when 
she would eventually _ start 
school but I don’t think I will 
have that problem now. 


- “J was rather upset at read- 
ing that some mothers won’t let 
their children go to the centre. 
I think they are depriving them 
of a lot of happiness. 

“Before Debbie came to you, 
she used to get rather frustra- 
ted at times. Toys were soon 
thrown aside and she deman- 
ded a lot of my attention. She 
was a terrible eater and usually 
at the end of each day I was at 


Debbie’ 


screaming pitch. 


“Now she knows a lot of 
letters, can count quite well 
and knows her colours; also she 
is very often first finishing 
meals... 


“Tf only other parents knew 
what the centre could do and 
not feel that it is unkind to 
send the child amongst stran- 
gers, I must admit I felt guilty 
at first. It was rather like shelv- 
ing your responsibilities on to 
someone else, but I soon real- 
ised that you can’t keep any- 
body in cotton wool for ever. 

“We would like to thank you 
very much for having Debbie. 
We wish we had heard about 
a centre earlier.” 


work in the community or 
adult workshop easy and accep- 
table. 

In spite of what had been sug- 
gested by some, there seemed 
to be little evidence that child- 
ren were not being admitted 
to hospital schoo} when places 
were available. Generally, the 
school accommodation limited 
the number of children who 
could be received, and if more 
were admitted, the quality of 
training would be reduced. 

To a limited extent, the school 
_work had been extended to the 


wards—an arrangement not to 
be confused with the now-rare 
situation where ‘‘schools”’ were 
accommodated on wards be- 
cause of a lack of school build- 
ing. 


In some hospitals, positive train- 
ing programmes were being in- 
itiated for ward children by 
nursing staffs. 


Miss Wanless then spoke of the 
problems existing—recruitment 
_and retention of teaching staff; 


_ inadequate buildings; confu- 
sion and indecision concerning 
the place of the school and 
teachers in the hospital com- 
munity, and the isolation of © 
hospital school teachers from 
education advice. 

The future would probably bring 
both schools and children on 
the ward under the L.E.A. um- 
brella with consequent changes. 
But there were so many prac- 
tical issues and questions still 

to answer 

could be neither dull nor un- 
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It’s the sunglasses 


you should look at 


GIRLS SEEM to be 

gilveaiede up in the 
most unlikely places 
these days, don’t 
they? 

Take these three lovelies 
our cameraman snapped in 
Regent’s Park recently. It’s not 
every day you'll find a pretty 
girl like Rachel Dreyer shelter- 


ing from a summer storm in a 
wastepaper bin, is it? 


Difficult 


Not to mention attractively 
essed Caroline FitzGerald 
caramella posing here with a 
oy and dolphin. 


Though it’s difficult, it’s the 
dolly sunglasses we want you 
to look at. 


They are one of the latest 
products in the fashionable 
chunky jewellery line being 
produced by homebound spas- 
tics throughout the country. 


The most striking thing about 
them is the novel gold chains 
and diamante baubles, which 
keep the glasses suspended on 
the nose. Design registration 
has been applied for. 


The baubles, which are de- 
tachable, are available in three 
colours—red, blue and green. 
The glasses, which retail at 
25s., may be bought from 16, 
Fitzroy Square. 


If you don’t fancy sunglasses, 
there are plenty of other mod- 


erately-priced jewellery items 
available, all of which have 
been made by homebound 
spastics. 


Jewellery 


For instance, a complete 
pearl brooch and earring set 
cost 40s.; a moonstone chunky 
pendant, which is very smart 
for day wear, comes at 17s. 6d. 

If you like chunky rings, 
there are plenty to choose from, 
priced at 7s. 6d. And for the 
man in your life, why not buy 
him a very smart mother-of- 
pearl tie clip for 6s., or cuff- 
links from 12s. to 16s. 6d. 

Brochures and_ price lists 
from Homework Section, 16, 
Fitzroy Square, W.1. 


Making friends with the boy and 
his do!phin is 
Gerald Scaramella, while (right) 
Rachel Dreyer takes inappropri- 
ate refuge in a waste bin. 


Caroline Fitz- 


PATRON VISITS PARK CRESCENT 
AND FITZROY SQUARE CENTRE 
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Behind those big, big sunglasses are two beautiful blue eyes. They belong to Sylvia South. 


A chance to look before you buy 


ROM. TIME to _ time, 

I have been able to ad- 

vise readers — my customers, 

as it were — on items of furni- 

ture and equipment, and to 

offer certain goods at con- 

cessional prices for the disa- 
bled and handicapped. 

Many local groups and par- 
ents have taken advantage of 
this service and, largely be- 
cause of their inquiries, we 
have built-up quite an exten- 
sive collection of items and 
prices. 

Now, at the Society’s Head- 
quarters, a display room has 
been set up solely for the pur- 
pose of showing the wide range 


Left: The Duchess of Kent enters 12 Park Crescent with the Chairman, 
Mr. W. A. Burn. Above: The visitor meets Miss M. R. Morgan, Head of 
the Social Work and Employment Department at Fitzroy Square, and 


Mr. Derek Lancaster-Gaye, Assistant Director (Services) . 


Beyond Mr. 


Burn is Miss Fiona Pilkington, who attended the Duchess. 


of general aids, linen, crockery, 
floor coverings and so on. The 
discerning buyer wants to feel 
his curtains, not look at them 
in an illustrated catalogue. 


This supplies display room is 
in the basement of 96 Portland 
Place. 


If you are on holiday in Lon- 


don, the nearest Underground 
Stations are Great Portland 
Street and Regent’s Park. So, 
when you’ve seen the Tower of 
London and Westminster Ab- 
bey, come and see us! We can 
assure you of an interesting 
and informative visit. 


THE SUPPLIES OFFICER. 


LIGHT? LIGHTER? 


IGHTEST ! 


The NEWTON wheelchair 
is the lightest of them all 


INSTANTLY | DETACHABLE 


ARMRESTS AND 


DRIVING WHEELS. ALL WITH AUTOMATIC LOCKS. 


FOOTRESTS 
ARE 
DETACH- 
ABLE, 
ADJUST-= 
ABLE. 

NO MAIN- 
TENANCE 
NYLON 
BEARINGS. 
100% 
GUARAN- 
TEE. 


THE SPASTICS SOCIETY 
Meadway Works 


Garretts Green Lane 


Birmingham 33 


Telephone 021-783 6083 
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kverything 


in the 


garden is 


COSY. 


4 ier DISABLED Living 

Activities Group of the 
Central Council for the Dis- 
abled has various projects on 
hand to study the environ- 
mental problems of disabled 
people in different aspects of 
life and help them to enjoy 
more fully some of the ex- 
periences which the able- 
bodied take for granted. 

One of these groups has been 
investigating gardening and 
held an exhibition of this 
subject at the Hospital 
Centre recently. 

This was a condensed version 
of the “Gardening for the 
Disabled” stand at the 
Chelsea Flower Show_ two 
years ago. As it took place in- 
doors, the actual growing 
vegetation was limited to a 
few pot plants. 


GREEN TOES 


However, the pictorial displays 
gave a good idea of the thera- 
peutic benefits of gardening 
for the disabled, showing 
people in wheelchairs using 
long-handled tools to reach 
the ground or working at 
raised flower beds which had 
been specially built to a 
height of two or three feet. 
One picture showed a man 
potting out plants with his 
feet—presumably he _ had 
green toes! 

Also on show was a wide range 
of tools and equipment which 
had all been tested under 
medical supervision by dis- 
abled people. These included 
forks, hoes and shears with 
telescopic or extra long 
handles, tools with padded 
handles to give a firmer grip 
for arthritic hands and two- 
handed pruners. 

Among the larger pieces of 
equipment was a_wheel- 
barrow which had been rein- 
forced for use as a walking 

_ aid, a speed-reduced mower, 
and a mower which floats on 
a current of air. 


Auction raised £250 


An auction arranged by 
Amersham Inner Wheel raised 
£250. The proceeds were 


shared between Ponds Home — 


for spastics and Shelter. 


Meret r ee a 


A new vehicle is handed over 


to the Midland Spastic Associa- 
tion, for use at the day centre, by 
a student of Birmingham Univer- 
sity to Mrs. N. M. Barrett, the 
Association’s senior social worker. 


Also in the picture (left to 
right): Mr. E. J. Rivers (secre- 
tary), Mr. C. G. Burton (public 
liaison officer), and Mr. P. 
Barrett (administrative secretary) 
of the Association. The van, cost- 
ing £800, was bought from funds 
raised at a student carnival. 


£100 night of 


the big egg 


A successful “Beef and 
Beer” evening held by the 
Wolverhampton and District 
Spastics Society raised about 
£100. 


A 16 lb. Easter egg which 
had been given to the Society 
by Mr. McKay of Woodville’s 
Stores was raffled during the 
evening and raised £30. It was 
won by Mr. Roy Robinson, who 
immediately gave it to the 
Smiling Faces Youth Club and 
the Saturday Afternoon Group 
of younger spastics. 


SUSIE DOLL VANDALS 
HAD TO PAY DEARLY 


World-wide aid for 


Canberra 
Project 


BFFORTS as far-flung as Tengah, Singapore and Lugqa, 

Malta, helped airmen at R.A.F. Bassingbourn to ful- 
fil their Canberra Project to provide a workshop and 
equipment for the children of The Spastics Society’s 


Following the 


e e YR 
Pilgrims’ Way 
Fifty-three walkers followed 

the Pilgrim’s Way to Canter- 
bury, collecting money for the 
Croydon and District Spastics 
Society. Most of the walkers 
covered more than 30 miles of 
the route from Kemsing, near 
Sevenoaks, and four managed 
to complete the full 48-mile 
course. 


GUSIE— the spastics collecting doll which is a familiar 
figure outside shops all over the country—is a 
favourite target not only for practical jokers but for 


Filming at the Society’s Fitzroy Square Centre for B.B.C. Television. 


A programme about the centre was later shown in the programme 
“London This Week.” 


thieves. 

On a number of occasions in 
the past, Spastics News has 
reported the disappearance of 
the dolls. One inebriated cul- 
prit was caught waltzing down 
his local High Street with Susie 
in his arms in the moonlight. 

But vandalism is a serious 
matter, and action has been 
taken in at least one of the 
places where spastics have 
suffered as a consequence. 

It began with two or three 
cases in which the dolls and 
contents disappeared. It was 
thought that chaining Susie to 
the site might provide an an- 
swer, but there have since been 
as many as 14 cases of theft in 
a month. 

Now, special steps have been 
taken to prevent the quick 
snatch, as a result of which two 
teenagers have been ordered at 
a local court to pay the £15.15s. 
costs. There have been no cases 
since. 


Annual ball 


About £800 is thought to 
have been raised at the annual 
ball jointly organised by Not- 
tingham and District Guild for 
the Disabled and the Friends 
of Spastics Group at the Sher- 
wood Rooms, Nottingham. 

The Duke and Duchess of 
Rutland, the Lord Mayor of 
Nottingham and the Midland 
Regional Officer, Mr. N. Geddes 
and Mrs. Geddes, were among 
the 400 present. 


Meldreth Training School. 

The Project was conceived 
by Sq.Ldr. Frank Whittingham 
who, with his wife, stimulated 
interests in the School among 
those stationed at Bassing- 
bourn. Many local organisations 
and individuals contributed to 
and supported the local effort 
as did other Canberra aircraft 
stations abroad and in the 
United Kingdom. 

It culminated in the presen- 
tation at Meldreth of a cheque 
for £1,150 by Wing Commander 
H. A. Chater, and the unveiling 
of a plaque by Mrs. Chater in 
the Canberra Room — the 
name now given to the child- 
ren’s workshop. 

The money will be used to 
equip this and the homecrafts 
room. The cheque was received 
by the Principal, Mr. G. H. 
Crabb, and the ceremony was 
followed by a reception in the 
main hall. 


ILL WIND THAT 
BLEW SOME 
GOOD 


In bright sunshine but with a 
cold off-sea wind, the Cam- 
bridge and District Sea Ang- 
ling Society fished their 
annual Spastics Cup Match 
at Southwood. 


This had been organised by 
Mr. Harry Chambers, local 
co-ordinator for Regional 
Pool Promotions Ltd., in his 
capacity as assistant secre- 
tary to the Sea Angling 
Society. 


More than 70 members fished 
but catches were low. Winner 
of the cup and replica, plus a 
boat rod and £5 was Mr. A. F. 
Briggs of Ilketshall, . near 
Bungay. His catch included a 


plaice of 2 Ibs. 24 ozs., a very © 


nice fish. 


Winner of the Junior Cup was 
Allan Chambers, son of the 
organiser. 


Together with a raffle, the 
match realised £140 for the 
East Anglian Parent Relief 
Fund. 


Employment moves 


Recent moves are as follows 
(training establishment in paren- 
theses) :— 

GLANVILLE BEBB from Tre- 
orchy (Sherrards) is a capstan 
operator for the Bramber Engin- 
eering Co. Ltd. 

ADRIAN BERNATEK from 
Dundee (Lancaster) is a drilling 
and milling machine operator at 
Veeder Rootes Ltd. 

SUSAN BLOWER from Hockley 
is doing domestic work at Roch- 
ford General Hospital. 

CAROLE BOWLES from Not- 
tingham (Sherrards) is now a 
lift attendant. 

RICHARD BROADHEAD from 
Leyton (Sherrards) is employed 
by a local firm of furniture manu- 
facturers. 

FREDERICK BROWN from 
Grove Park is again working as 
a clerical assistant in the De- 
partment of Customs and Excise, 

LESLEY CHANT from Brigg 
(Lancaster) is a punch card oper- 
ator for the British Steel Cor- 
poration. 

BRYNLEY CLARKSON from 
Bordon is now working locally. 

WENDY CORPS from Croydon 
(Lancaster) is doing general 
office duties for a local firm. 

KEITH EVANS from Horn- 
church (Sherrards) is a_ stores 
assistant in Romford. 

COLIN FITZGERALD from 
Haywards Heath (Sherrards and 
Birmingham Sheltered Workshop) 
is employed at the Birmingham 
Accident Hospital. 

EDWINA FORMAN, from Scun- 
thorpe, who trained at the 
Society’s Office Training Centre, 
is with the Scunthorpe Co-opera- 
tive Society Ltd. 

KEVIN KEIGHERY from Hey- 


wood igs employed as a labourer 
by a local firm. 

GWENDOLINE KELLY from 
Hemel Hempstead (Lancaster) is 
a junior clerk for Attwood Statis- 
tics Ltd., Berkhamstead, 

JOHN KLIEGL from Castleton 
(Lancaster) is a clerk for Associ- 
ated Portland Cement. 

JOHN MILES from Southamp- 
ton (Sherrards) is now working 
as a cleaner for Messrs, Dowding 
& Mills. 

JOSEPH MOLLOY from Chert- 
sey (Sherrards) is now working 
as a school caretaker in Byfleet. 

ROGER NUTH from West Dray- 
ton (Sherrards) is a drilling oper- 


ator for Diaform Ltd. in 
Uxbridge. 
BRIAN PAGE from -Wood 


Green. (Sherrards) is a machine 
operater for Lennack Engineer- 
ng. 

CAROLINE PAGE from Bir- 
mingham is working as a recep- 
tionist. 

CAROLE PHILLIPS from Sketty 
is employed as a _ typist in 
Swansea. 

MARGARET PIGGOTT from 
a is working in a laundry at 

olt. 

CHRISTOPHER PUGH from 
Liverpool (Lancaster) is a capstan 
operator for Simcomatics Ltd. 

NICHOLAS QUINN from South- 
port, who recently completed a 
course of further education at 
Dene Park, is working locally for 
a firm of spectacle lens and 
frame makers. 

ANNA RYAN from Brighton is 
a clerk/typist for Gross Cash 
Registers Ltd. 

Mrs, YVONNE RYAN from 
London, who trained at the 
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Mrs. A. J. Goss, chairman of 
the Spastics Aid Ladies’ Commit- 
tee, presents a £1,000 cheque to 
Mr. F. Scholes, Treasurer of 
Oldkam =  Spastics Society, at 
Heathbank Day Centre. Looking 
on are Mr. V. Binning, the 
society’s secretary, and members 
of the aid committee. 


The cheque was the fifth 
£1,000 donation to be made 
since the committee was formed 
six years ago. (Photo, courtesy 
Oldham Chronicle) . 


The ploughman’s 
supper and 


musical soiree 


A cheese and wine party 
with a difference — it called 
itself a ploughman’s supper 
and musical soiree — made 
£100 for North Staffordshire 
Spastics Association’s £2,000 
appeal fund. 


The hostess was the 
President of the Appeal Fund 
Committee, Mrs. Elsie Ashley, 
helped in the organisation by 
Mr. Bill Roberts, Mr. J. Jones 
and Mrs. Gladys Lockett. 


Opening ceremony was per- 
formed by Wolstanton Gram- 
mar School Headmaster, Mr. 
Kenneth Williams, and per- 
formers included the Daleian 
Singers, Mr. Gordon Holdcroft, 
Miss Patricia Leonard and. Mr. 
Jack Pound. 


and news 


is now working in the office of a 
store in Kensington. 

MARGARET SPICER from 
Poplar is packing cosmetics for 
Kings Plastics Ltd. 

SYLVIA SQUIRE from 
Axbridge (Sherrards) is now 
working for Ball Displays Ltd. 

MICHAEL TEASDALE from 
Sunderland (Birmingham Shel- 
tered Workshop) is now working 
a Birmingham Accident Hospi- 


JANET THOMSON from Buckle- 
bury (Gerrards and the Society’s 
Office Training Centre) is a tele- 
phonist/receptionist in Newbury. 


WILLIAM WALLWORK from 


‘Manchester (Sherrards) is doing 


packing and assembly work at 
Dixons, Halifax. 

WILLIAM WALTON from 
Derby (Sherrards) is employed at 
Coes (Derby) Ltd., stencilling 
trade marks, instructions, etc., 
on various articles. 

NEVILLE WATERFIELD from 
Shaw has changed his job and is 
now working locally at Briar 
Mills. 

DENIS WEBSTER from Liver- 
pool (Lancaster) is a capstan 
operator for Simcomatics Ltd. 

ROBERT WILLIAMS from Car- 
diff (Sherrards) is now a machine 
operator at the Blind Institute. 

ROBERT WILLIS from Cardiff 
is working as a lift attendant in 
a local store. 

MICHAEL WINCOTT from 
Leamington Spa (Lancaster) is 
now a clerk. 

ANTHONY WRAGG from Ches- 
terfield (Sherrards) is employed 
at Remploy. 

DAVID save foo eee i 
working as a tea boy for Englis! 


Society's Office. Training: Centre, .: Electric Gos Ltd. 
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GANGWAY — 


FOR THE 
TEA-PARTY 


LONDON ZOO hope to build 


three ramps for wheel- 


chairs to provide  handi- 
capped people with access to 
animals which so far they 
have been unable to see. 


The Zoological Society of 
London are appealing for 
£1,500 to enable them to carry 
out the necessary work. When 
it is completed these are 
the facilities which will be 
opened up to the disabled: 

The Chimpanzees’ Theatre, 
where the famous tea-parties 
are held daily. 

The Aquarium — a fascinating 
building in which a wide 
variety of creatures can be 
seen in brilliantly-simulated 
aquatic environments; and 

The Parrot House, a source of 
considerable delight, particu- 
larly to the younger visitors 
in spite of the noise! 

Already, thoughtful planning 
of the new Elephant House 
has resulted in a ramped 
access there. The Society’s in- 


Seige se 


Even for a push-chair, the way 
into the aquarium is difficult— 
more so for wheelchairs. 


terest in additional ramps 
. Was aroused by a greatly- 
enjoyed visit to the Zoo by 
a number of wheel-chair 
bound spastics from Wakes 
Hall, the S.O.S. home, 


eee 


Super Value! 
[Cot Blanket /Pram cover] 


22” x 27” in Reversible Acrilan 
trimming. Full washing instructions. Available 


in the following colours: 


(PINK/WHITE, BLUE/WHITE, PINK/BLUE) 
ONLY 39/11d. INCLUDING PACKING, POSTAGE. 


Homework Section, Sales Office, 
16 Fitzroy Square, London, WIP 5HQ 


of card ‘pops’ 


OUTHAMPTON and District were “top of the groups” 
with over £3,000 sales of Spastics Christmas Cards in 

the 1968 season. Total group distribution went up by over 
30 per cent despite a downward national trend in card- 


buying. 


Spastics Cards Ltd. have pub- 
lished the top 20 groups. 
Second came Croydon and 
District with over £2,000, 
followed by Wigan and Dis- 
trict, Shropshire, Bourne- 
mouth, Poole .and District, 
Sale, Altrincham and District 
and Plymouth with over £1,000; 
Midland, Sunderland and Dis- 
trict, Oxfordshire, Watford and 
N. Surrey with over £900; 
Wycombe, Cheltenham, Leices- 
ter and Colchester Districts 
with over £800 and Hull, 
Swansea, Leeds and Exeter and 
Torbay with over £725. 


ae 


The elephant house with its ramp 
is easily eccessible. 


Supermarket 
super-girl 


Miss United Kingdom met 
young spastic workers from 
the Spastics Occupational 
Training Centre, Longstone, 
Edinburgh, in an Edinburgh 
supermarket recently. 


A decorated cake was presen- 
ted to the centre by Miss U K. 
(Miss Kathleen Winstanley) 
who received a bouquet from 
the Scottish Council for the 
Care of Spastics. 


This unit, caring for 35 spas- 
tics is under threat of closure. 
Edinburgh Education Depart- 
ment require the building for 
their own purposes and the 
termination of lease is dated 
Ist April, 1970. So far no 
suitable alternative has been 
found. 


THE SUNSHINE 
COACH 


A “sunshine” coach” designed 
for transporting handicapped 
children, has been presented to 
Carlson House School for Spas- 
tics, Harbourne by the Variety 
Club of Great Britain. 

The mini-coach is one of 
more than 200 vehicles given to 
organisations dealing with han- 
dicapped children. Each is 
sponsored by a friend or bene- 
factor of the Club and in the 
case of Harbourne, the coach 
was a gift from the estate of 
the late Ald. Percy W. Cox. 


First event 


of Bedfont 


Friends 


A “Cheese and Wine Party” 
was held at The Bedfont Spas- 
tic Hotel, Clacton-on-Sea, the 
first of its kind held there. 


It was run by the newly 
formed Friends of The Bedfont 
Group, and marked their first 
event and official launching. 


During the evening over 100 
people viewed the hotel, 
showing surprise at the stan- 
dard of the accommodation and 
happiness of the residents. 

There was an excellent dis- 
play of jewellery and this was 
sold by Miss Nevitt, from The 
Spastics Society Homework 
Section. A donated gonk, was 
raffled by two of the spastic 
residents, and realised a sum of 
£4.16s. The clear profit was 
£34.9s.6d. 


BORDER 
FASHION 
SHOW 


An exclusive display of furs 
and jewellery was presented at 
Maxpoffle, St. Boswells, home 
of Mrs. J. F. Mackenzie, re- 
cently which raised £280. 

The show was in aid of the 
Scottish Border Spastics Asso- 
ciation, of which Mrs. Macken- 
zie is chairman. The collection 
of furs was presented by 
Arnold Seftor Ltd., of Edin- 
burgh, and James Ness & Son 
of Edinburgh showed a display 
of jewellery. 

The Christine Reid man- 
nequin agency from Edinburgh 
supplied the models for the 
show, and among those taking 
part were three local girls 
Virginia Fairfax, Jan Wether- 
ston and Clair Campbell- 
Walter, who were given an en- 
thusiastic welcome from their 
fellow Borderers, 

The outstanding feature of 
the jewellery was a Victorian 
flower spray diamond brooch 
valued at £7,500. 


Home for 25 is 


planned 


A £60,000 residential home is 
being planned as a joint ven- 
ture by the Durham County 
and it is hoped that the 25 
Societies. © 

The site for the home, do- 
nated by a builder, is in the 
centre of a new housing estate 
and Sunderland Spastics 
adult residents will become an 
integral part of the community, 


‘Contracts’ plea to 
businessmen 


ah gel businessmen are being asked to offer con- 
tract work to Hampshire County Council’s Work Centre 
for the Handicapped at Basingstoke, which has just been ex- 


OLLIERY DRIVER Thomas 

Hooper, has won the first 
of the new “Winning Post” 
racing competitions to be or- 
ganised by The Spastics 
Society. 


tended. 


The extension project was 
financed by the Andover and 
District, Winchester and Dis- 
trict, and Basingstoke and Dis- 
trict Spastics Societies, at a 
cost of £36,000, and the number 
of work-people accommodated 
there has risen from 20 to 60. 

A residential unit to accom- 
modate some of the 25 spastics 
at the centre is to be built 
shortly in Roman Road, Winkle- 
bury. 


Help wanted 


with ‘Rover’ 


coupons 


Teesside Spastics Society is 
seeking voluntary helpers will- 
ing to service collecting boxes 
for cigarette coupons. 

The Society hopes to collect 
50,000 coupons to pay for a 
specially adapted Land Rover 
which will transport wheel- 
chair-bound spastics. In order 
to reach this total, the group 
must have plenty of collecting 
boxes in local pubs, shops and 
clubs but it also needs some- 
body to look after them. 


The boxes must be emptied 
at intervals and the coupons 
taken to the Middlesborough 
Work Centre for counting and 
checking by the spastic em- 
ployees. 


Change of heart 


A man who stole 9s. from a 
Spastics Society collecting box, 
afterwards called at the police 
station to report what he had 
done, 

At Evesham Magistrates 
Court, he was placed on pro- 
bation for two years, and 
ordered to repay the money. 


Driver is 
first 
past 
‘Post’ 


Mr. Hooper, of St. Helens, 
Lancs., travelled to Park 
Crescent to receive his £1,500 
prize from disc jockey, Pete 
Murray. 

After a celebration lunch, he 
went on a West End shopping 
spree to buy gifts for his wife 
and seven children—five boys 
and two girls—all of whom 
are under 15. 

The rest of the money will be 
spent on decorating his home, 
buying a small car and pro- 
viding the family with a 
bumper holiday this summer. 

“T can hardly believe my luck,” 
Mr. Hooper said after Pete 
Murray had handed over the 
cheque. “I’ve just had two 
weeks off work after having 
16 stitches in a crushed © 
finger. This win couldn’t have 
come at a better time.” 

Mr. Hooper, who is 42 years old, 
has been a locomotive driver 
at Bold Colliery for the last 
six years. His brother-in-law, 
Mr. Alex Williams, also a 

’ locomotive driver at the same 
colliery, travelled to London 
with him to collect the prize. 

Picture shows (from left) Mr. 
Williams, Pete Murray and 
Mr. Hooper. 


Exhibition at 
Wallingford 


There was a very much 
larger selection of paintings at 
this year’s annual art exhibition 
in aid of The Spastics Society 
at Castle Priory College, Wal- 
lingford. 

Over 130 paintings were 
shown and most of them were 
for sale, with 10 per cent going 
to the Society. 


£7,650 for S.0.8. 


The Daily Express Record 
Star Show at the Empire Pool, 
Wembley, raised £7,650 for the 
Stars Organisation for Spastics. 


HOUSEMOTHERS 


Vacancies for two resident 
housemothers preferably 
with N.N.E.B., child care or 
any other appropriate quali- 
fications,, to work with 
severely handicapped child- 
ren. Pleasant single accom- 
modation. At least six weeks 
guaranteed holiday. N.J.C. 
salary scales. Enquiries to 
the Headmistress, Ingfield 


Manor School, Five Oaks, 
Billingshurst, Sussex. 
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Feeding the Cerebral Palsied Child 


: 
I 


How to correlate the feeding to the speech programme; 
before any child learns to speak he must first learn to chew, suck, blow and swallow. 


Make child use lips to remove 
food. 
Place a small amount only onto the 
spoon. 


Do not let child use teeth or let the 
feeder scrape against upper teeth 


Give child a chance to bite off 
pieces of toast etc., — do not break 
off small pieces unless he cannot do so 
for himself. 


Children with speech problems 
should learn to drink froma 
straw. 


Eliminate as much jaw action as 
possible from drinking — one way to do 
this is to stand at the back of the child, 
cup his jaw firmly in one hand while 
you hold the beaker with the other. 


If the child drinks from straw remind 
him to keep lips closed so liquids stay 
in his mouth. 


Have child in good anatomical 
position. 


Do not allow the head to tilt back; this 
will throw all his swallowing 
mechanisms out of line and may 
contribute to the formation of 
permanent deformities. 


Children who feed themselves 
have difficulty in doing so. 


Keep table-top as clean as possible in 
order to inspire neatness when he 
feeds himself or when he is fed by you. 


ALL CHILDREN HAVE PRIDE 
AND CAN BE NEAT WHEN 
ENCOURAGED. 


Children’s menus are the same as adults. When there is a supper of soup 


followed by sandwiches, salad, cold meats etc., very often children are offered only 
soup, this is wrong. Often children who eat in the dining room are allowed to 
miss the soup, only the older and heavier ones should be allowed to do so, 


DESIGN WORK FOR THIS CHART WAS UNDERTAKEN FREE OF COST BY HORNSEY 
COLLEGE OF ART. IT IS AVAILABLE FROM THE AIDS AND APPLIANCES INFORMA- 
TION SECTION, 16 FITZROY SQUARE, LONDON, W.C.1. 


Tell child to chew and if necessary 
manipulate his jaw in an up and down 
motion. 


SHOW HIM HOW, 


Vomiting is proof that he is not 
chewing. 


Allow him to feel his own throat 
occasionally, so that he becomes 
aware of the act of swallowing. 


Praise him when he succeeds. 


Never scold when food is pushed or 
falls out of child's mouth. Children 
cannot help a weak athetoid tongue or 
overflow from a spastic tongue. 


Constantly remind him to keep his lips 
closed and make the tongue work. 


Place food on one side of mouth, 
then on the other. 


Tell child to move food around the 
mouth with his tongue. 


DO NOT PLACE FOOD IN 
CENTRE OF MOUTH. 


ALWAYS KEEP DINING-ROOM 
ATMOSPHERE PLEASANT. 


Direct conversation to children. Do not 
hurry them; keep confusion at a 
minimum.. 


When feeding two or more children, 
feed alternately— a spoonful to one, 
spoonful to the other and so on. This 
gives child a chance to chew food 
properly. 


~ 


Try talking without movement of tongue, lips, throat, the best exercise 
for movement of these parts are the very acts of eating a good dinner. 


A good feeder can be the best speech therapist. 


___ Hornsey College of Art: Victoria Franklin/ Philip F. Mann. % : 
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/ 
Mark talks with his hero. (Photo, courtesy of Leicester Mercury). 


Lhe day the kindly P.C. of 


Leicester had a few words 


in the line of duty 


ARK SIMMS is a seven-year-old Leicester City sup- 

porter. But he had no hope of getting to Wembley for 
the Cup Final sith Manchester City, because he is a 
spastic in a wheel-chair. 


But for Mark, there was an unforgettable moment when, 
outside Leicester Town Hall, as the cup heroes returned 
after the game, one of them came over and shook his hand 
and chatted with him. 


Mark’s family took up their vantage point more than three 
hours before the players were due to arrive. But as the 
crowds thickened, Mark’s hopes of seeing the players 

windled. 


But a kindly policeman moved him to a better spot, although 
his view was again partially obscured. The policeman, 
however, saw it as his duty to “have a few words” — and 
as a result, player Graham Cross dived into the crowd to 
meet his devoted admirer. 


Graham told his mother: “Pm sorry we didn’t win for him.” 


The world from 
the hack of 
a horse... 


Spastics are among those 
who benefit most from riding 
activities, says Dr. Joye 
Rowley, President of the Swan- 
sea Division of the British Red 


ross Society. 


“The view of the world from 
the back of a horse is so yery 
different from the view. of a 
Wheelchair, and riding is a 
absorbing interest and hobby,” 
Dr. Rowley told “Spastics 
News.” 


Swansea Red Cross Riding 
Club is one of many affiliated 
to the Advisory Council on 
Riding for the Disabled. Miss 
Theresa Watts, owner of Wood- 
lands Riding School gives her 
services gratis as riding in- 
structress 


200,000 people « 
read Spastics News 


ADVERTISE 


and reap the benefit 


Business advertisers, send for rate card and specimen copy to: 
DIANA MYERS, NEW HOME PRESS, 2 HELMET COURT, 
11 WORMWOOD STREET, E.C.2. 
PRIVATE and SMALL ADS. to: 
EDITOR, 12 PARK CRESCENT, LONDON, W.1L 
On the accepted basis of 
*k three readers per copy sold, 


12 Park Crescent, 


London, W.1. 
Ltd., Silver Street, Bristol, 1. 
Ltd., Cliffords inn, London, £,C.4, 
ag ~Give. (iC rds Ie gt 40 


Published by The Spastics Society, 
Printed ad Bristol Unite 
In Association with Godfrey Lang 
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RITAIN’S Olympic silver 

medallist swimmer, 
Martyn Woodroffe, is likely 
to contribute some miles to- 
wards the 100-mile target 
set for the Shrewsbury 
Amateur Swimming Club’s 
sponsored swim which aims 
to beat the present marathon 
team effort of 50 miles 1,574 


yards set up by Bristol 
students, 
Martyn has _ provisionally 


agreed to take part in the event 
for Shropshire Spastics Society 
during Spastics Week. And disc 
jockey Jimmy Saville has 
backed one of Shrewsbury’s 
best. swimmers, 11-year-old 
Judith Rhodes, for 3d. a length. 


The swim is to be started by 
the President, Sir Offley Wake- 
man, and it is expected that 
the original proceeds expected 
—£100—will be far exceeded. 


Said a Society spokesman: “It 
looks as though the Shrewsbury 
Amateur Swimming Club have 
a world record well within 
their grasp. They. mean at least 
to double the existing record.” 


WILLING HANDS 
FOR WEEK 


Groups are reminded that 
S.R.O.s have the names and 
addresses of Regional Pool 
Promotions’ sales force of many 
thousands who are willing to 
undertake tasks during Spastics 
Week. 


Some of those who attend the 

Swansea riding club. (Photo, 

courtesy South Wales Evening 
Post). 


Exhibition 


A billiards and snooker ex- 
hibition given at Shipley Con- 
servative Club by Jack Rae and 
Joyce Gardner realised £65 for 
spastics. 


Be with it — we are! We 
print quality ball pens, silk 
screen as well as heat press, 
offering up to 50 letters and 
spaces a line. Also we can 
reproduce your letterhead 


or illustration. Profession- 
ally printed from £4 per 200, 


inc. P.T. Samples _ etce., 
N.I.D.A. (X), 159 Clapham 
High Street, London, S.W.4. 
01-622 9222, 


Members of the Heart of Midlo- 


thian Ladies’ Swimming Club 
raised £50 for spastics with a 
sponsored swim. Mr. L. S. 
Watkins, chairman of the Edin- 
burgh Spastics Appeal Committee, 
is seen here with pondmaster Dex- 
ter Rowsell and some of the girls 
who took part in the swim. 
(Photo, courtesy Edinburgh Even- 
ing News). 


Acknowledgment 


The photograph of Derek 
Nimmo, published on page 1 of 
the May issue way by courtesy 
of the Evening Echo, Hemel 
Hempstead. We regret that 
this acknowledgement was 
inadvertently omitted. 


CUP FINAL 
TICKETS 
RAISED 
£90 


Just seven days before the 
F.A, Cup Final, the Salisbury 
and District Spastics Associa- 
tion were given two £4 tickets 
for the match, 


The Committee decided that 
it would be fairest and most 
profitable to run a raffle for 
them, and draw tickets were 
accordingly printed at top 
speed. 


Fortunately, there was to be 
a committee meeting on the 
Monday preceding the match, 
and the members were all dis- 
patched with bundles of tickets 
to sell. That left just Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday 
morning in which to sell 
tickets, since the draw had to 
be made on Thursday evening. 


As may be imagined, the 
tickets sold like hot cakes. As 
an added inducement, £5 was 
included for travelling expen- 
ses, and the resulting profit 
was no less than £90. 


This money will go towards 
the Association’s current pro- 
ject to raise funds to help 
equip the new extension to the 
Handicapped Children’s Unit at 
Odstock Hospital, Salisbury. 


Laneaster take on pro. 


HEN JACK RAE gave an exhibition of billiards and 
snooker to the trainees of the Lancaster Training 
Centre, £33.7.9d. was raised and sent to The Spastics Society, 


London. 


About 50 trainees, staff and 
friends, filled the games room 
and saw an exhibition, of bil- 
liards by Mr, Rae playing 
against Mr. Alan Peacock, an 
engineering training instruc- 
tor. 


Mr. Rae was then challenged 
at snooker by three spastic 
trainees for an Ind Coope 
tankard. The individual scores 
were:—Kevin Tideswell 48; 
Jack Rae 84; Malcolm Clapham 
33; Jack Rae 86; Brian Wesley 


39, Jack Rae 85, 


As none of the challengers 
was successful, the trophy was 
given by Mr. Rae as the prize 
for a knock-out competition to 
be run at the Centre between 
trainees. 


During a hectic half hour of 
fund raising the main prize of 
a canteen of cutlery was won 
by Mr. Tony McCorkell a mem- 
ber of the Lancaster, More- 
cambe & District Spastics 
Society. 
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SMALL 


The rates for private advertise- 
ments in the “small ads” column 
are only 2/6 per line, with a 
minimum of three lines, allowing 
five words per line. Cheques, 
postal orders or money orders 
should be made out to The 
Spastics Society. (Trade rates 

on application). 


Accommodation 


CLARACH BAY, near Aberyst- 
wyth. Detached holiday 
chalet bungalow. Accommo- 
dates six. All-electirc. Self- 
catering. Free TV. Private 
indoor flush toilet. Ramp for 
wheelchair. Free tarmac car 
space adjoins. Self- service 
shop. Licensed club. No per- 
sonal assistance — escorts 
essential. Children welcome, 
dogs allowed. Also _ four- 
berth caravan — E. G. T. 
Day, 43 Wilmington Road, 
Birmingham 32. 


BUNGALOW: Seafront. 
Amroth. Pembroke. Sleep 5- 
6. All mod. cons. May, June, 
September. 15-20 gns. Tele- 
phone Wallingford 2696. 


WANTED Accommodation, 1/2 
bedrooms with living room, 
kitchen, bath, etc. Furnished. 
Rent about £8. Reply A. F. 
Shillingford, 29 St. Thomas 
Court, Pagham, Sussex. 


Wanted 


COLLECTOR INVESTOR 
wishes to acquire the follow- 
ing half crowns with date 
and all lettering readable. 
1903 and 1904 £8: 1905 £15: 
1902 to 1910 30/-: 1911 to 
1919 6/-: 1924, 1926, 1927, 
1934 3/6: 1925 10/-: 1930 15/-. 
For cash by return send to 
B. Hanson, 70 Etherington 
Drive, Beverley High Road, 
Hull. 


The “Fondazione Filippo 
Turati”, a centre for the 
rehabilitation of spastic 


children in the outskirts of 
Florence, wishes to employ a 
number of qualified physio- 
therapists for a period of not 


less than one year. 

For full details of condi- 
tions of employment, please 
contact the Fondazione Fil- 
ippo Turati at the following 
address: Via Mascagni 1, 
PISTOIA, Italy. 


